
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 
 

In preparation for Sunday, Nov. 11th, 2012                                                               Passage: Amos 8:1-14 

Memory Passage: Romans 8:38-39 
 

DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Amos 8:1-14. How many different sections do you find in this chapter and where does each one begin? What is the 

main point of each of these sections? Which section strikes you as the most devastating? Most encouraging?  

(b) What role does this chapter play in the flow of thought of the rest of the book? How is it similar to what has come before, 

and how is it different? Is there any “remnant” language in chapter 8? 

(c) The Hebrew words for “summer fruit” and “end” are very similar, both in spelling and in pronunciation, so it is clear that 

God is using the vision of the basket of fruit to poetically continue the prophecy of judgment. What do you think Amos’ 

hearers thought when they were asked to consider a basket of summer fruit (before it was explained in the 2nd half of v. 2)? 

(d) Explain vs. 2b-3. Why are there so many dead bodies? Why is the command given to be silent? How do you think people 

in Cabot AR would respond to a messenger of God prophesying our destruction? Would God have reason to send destruction 

on our community and our churches? Explain your answer? 

(e) Family: Before gathering for you lesson place a basket of fruit in the middle of your table. Make sure it is filled with 

fresh, desirable fruit your kids like! Then ask, “How does this basket of fruit make you feel?” Answers could range from 

“Hungry!” to “Why should it make me feel like anything?” so be ready to coax them into a discussion of it inspiring feelings 

of joy, happiness, or contentment rather than fear, dread, and loathing. Then Read Amos 1:1-2a & ask, “What do you think 

the people of Israel were thinking when Amos told them what his vision contained?” (“Boy I’m glad all the ugly talk of 

judgment is finished!” or “Summer fruit is sure more enjoyable than the talk of Amaziah and his family being judged!”) Then 

Read Amos 1:2b-3 and discuss the judgment that Amos was still describing. Explain that the Hebrew words (the language in 

which the OT was written) for “summer fruit” and “end” are spelled and sound almost the same. An English equivalent might 

be: “Look at this picture of a cowboy holding the reins of his horse. God is about to rain judgment down upon you!” 

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Amos 8:1-14. To what sin of Israel’s does Amos return in v. 4? Where have you seen this sin dealt with before in 

Amos, and what did you learn? What is wrong with Israel wanting the new moon festival and Sabbath to be over so they could 

sell grain and wheat?  

(b) Verses 5-8 are in quotations and represent the words of the people who trample on the needy & poor. Do you think these 

were the actual words they spoke? If not, to what do they refer? What is meant by the phrase, “we will make the ephah small 

and the shekel great?” Is this a good thing or a bad thing, and why? Explain v. 6. How does v. 6 reflect the activity of v. 5?  

(c) How are the injustices of v. 5 carried out today in our 21st century economy?  Do they affect how we evaluate specific 

economic systems today? How do they affect the poor and needy? What is the role of the righteous in light of these practices? 

How can you combat these practices, both in your own dealings with others and in standing up for righteousness in society? 

(d) Family: Prior to your lesson set up a small store in which you will “sell” your family members measures of flour, sugar, 

and salt. Have measuring cups of 1, 3/4, 2/3, 1/2, & 1/4 cups, and set a price for each one of 1cent (1/4 cup) to 5 cents (1 cup). 

Then give each family member 10 pennies each to purchase what they want. You can put their purchases in paper cups or 

Baggies. As you measure, at least once for each person you should use a measurement that is smaller than the amount they 

purchased. Then, after all the buying is complete, give everyone a bowl and the measuring cups and ask them to measure what 

they actually received. Each one should find at least one shortage in what they purchased. Then Read Amos 8:4-6 and discuss 

the unjust business practices of the Israelites, the results of these practices, God’s view of them, and ways that these practices 

could be used today to cheat people. 

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Amos 8:1-14. Today we will focus on v. 5a only. What was the Israelite’s attitude toward their worship? What 

does this reveal about their attitude toward God? What does this reveal about the spiritual state of their heart? 

(b) How do churches in the United States resemble the flippant and self-centered attitude of the Israelites toward worship (it 

seems they wanted their worship to end quickly so they could get back to their own businesses, even their own sinful 

businesses)? What does this reveal about American Christians’ attitude toward God and His word? 

(c) Now take a look at your own life: What is your own attitude toward the corporate worship of the saints gathered together 

in the Bible Church of Cabot? Are you a “Clock Watching Clarence” (its 12:00; why are we not finished?!!!), a “Self-Serving 

Sally” (I’ll go to worship if it does not get in the way of my rest/play/hobby/family/etc.), a “Poor Prioritizing Peter” (“I 



planned on going but I was so busy this week that I am tired and have more important things to do like to rest/clean my 

house/work in the yard/spend time with my family!” or an “All Day Amy” (“I am so glad that I get to fellowship with the 

saints and immerse myself in the Word today! I don’t want it to end!”)? What does your attitude toward worship, the intake of 

God’s word, the fellowship of the saints on our prescribed day of worship (Sunday) reveal about your attitude toward God and 

your spiritual state? What actions can you set in motion right now that will move you from where you are to someone who is 

more joyful and expectant and committed to corporate worship? 

(d)   Family: Lead your family though (a) and (c) above. 

DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Amos 8:1-14. To what does the phrase, “the pride of Jacob” refer? Where have you seen this phrase before in 

Amos, and where have you seen the phrase, “the Lord has sworn by” in Amos. Do these prior occurrences help you 

understand 8:7? Why or why not? 

 

(b) What deeds will God never forget, and why should this be important for Israel? What does the reference to the Nile of 

Egypt in v. 8 tell us about this judgment? What about the phrase, “shall not the land tremble?” What “deeds” would God not 

forget if He were to come to America in judgment? To the Bible Church? To your life? 

 

(c) What judgments are specified in vs. 9-10 and who will initiate them and carry them out? Explain each phrase. What do 

these verses have in common with Romans 1:18-32? 

 

(d) Family: Read Amos 8:11-12. Ask, “Which do you think would be worse: a famine of food or a famine of God’s word?” 

Lead your family in a discussion of their reasons for answering and the effects of both types of famine on a nation, a church, a 

family or an individual. Then read Matt. 4:1-4 and explain how Jesus’ response to physical hunger answers the question. 

 

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          

(a) Read Amos 8:1-14. What is the famine God says He will send? How serious is this compared to the other descriptions of 

judgment you have already studied in Amos? Why do you answer the way you do? 

(b) To what seas are referred in v. 12, and what does this tell us about the extent of this famine? Will the Israelites be 

satisfied with physical food and drink while being starved of God’s words? How does the text inform your answer? 

(c) Why do you think God promises a famine of “hearing the words of the LORD?” What, specifically, has Israel done that 

would deserve this kind of judgment? Could God act in judgment in the same way today? What would be the result of this 

kind of famine for the Israelites? For the church of today? For you personally? 

(d) Read Deut. 8:1-3 & Matt. 4:1-4. Explain how Israel’s history and Jesus’ response to Satan help you to see what your 

priorities should be concerning worship, both public and private. How does Jesus’ response encourage you, even in light of 

suffering and trials through which you might be (or will in the future) walking? 

(e) Family: Spend time tonight memorizing Romans 8:38-39. This completes Romans 8! We will review it all next week! 
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