
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 
 

In preparation for Sunday, Nov. 25, 2012                                                               Passage: Amos 9:1-15 

Memory Passage: Romans 8:1-39 (Review) 
 

DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Amos 9:1-15. What differences do you see between the structure of this 5
th
 and final vision and the first 4? Beside 

which altar is the LORD standing and why is the place from which He pronounces judgment significant? Describe the 

judgment found in v. 1 using one word. What has caused the LORD to become so angry with His people that He stands by the 

altar and pronounces such a sweeping and final judgment? 

(b) The implication of the end of v. 1 is that those whom the LORD judges will try to flee and escape. Write down all the 

places God lists to which His people might run. Are these places meant literally or figuratively, and how do you know? If 

figuratively, what is the point of listing all the places found in vs. 2-4? 

(c) What aspects of God’s character are highlighted in vs. 1-4? What aspects of man’s character are highlighted in vs. 1-4? 

(d) Family: Read Amos 9:1-4. Now, as you read it again one verse at a time, ask your family to identify all of man’s actions 

(it is implied that they will try to flee & escape if they survived the temple falling on their heads; dig a deep [to Sheol] hole in 

the ground to hide; climb up to heaven; etc.) and write these actions on the left side of your white board. Explain that Amos is 

using rhetorical language to show that no matter how high or how low the people try to flee from God’s wrath they will not 

escape. Now list on the right side of your white board all the actions God will take against men who try to flee. Then ask, 

“Why is God’s eye fixed on His people for evil?” (Because they have repeatedly sinned against Him.) Explain that the only 

reason we need to fear God on Judgment Day is if we are enemies of God, unrepentant, and not trusting in Jesus. 

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Amos 9:1-15 & Ps. 139:1-24. In Amos 9:4, for what purpose does God have His eye fixed upon His people? Of 

what does this evil consist? For what reasons would God say this to those claiming to be His people today? 

(b) What similarities do you find between Psalm 139 & Amos 9? What is the difference between the people receiving God’s 

omniscient, omnipresent, and omnipotent gaze in these 2 passages? What is the difference in their reactions (compare Amos 

9:1c-4 with Ps. 139:6, 13, 17, & 23)? 

(c) For what reasons might a believer try to run and hide from God? Have you, or are you now, trying to run and hide from 

God? What have you learned about Him in these 2 passages that would cause you to stop trying? Do you really believe that 

God does not see the sin that causes you to try to hide from Him? If you are a professing believer, what should be your attitude 

toward God’s holy gaze into your life, even when God’s holy, penetrating gaze sees sin? What comfort can you take from His 

actions and character as revealed in Psalm 139? 

(d) Family: Remind your family that you ended yesterday examining how God reacted toward His people when they were 

unrepentant and consistent in their sinful rebellion against Him. Now tell them that God also pursues His people with the same 

all-knowing and all-powerful passion and it should be a sweet experience for a believer. Have your family turn to Psalm 139 

and read the passage one verse or one section at a time explaining God’s gracious pursuit of His people and the comfort we 

should take from the fact that we can never be out of His presence or reach, and that nothing is out of His control. 

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Amos 9:1-15. Why does God call attention to His divine attributes in vs. 5-6? Why is it important for everyone to 

know His name in this context? 

(b) Explain what God is saying through Amos in v. 7. How is Israel similar to the Cushites, the Philistines, and the Syrians, 

and how is Israel different from them? With which specific sinful characteristic of Israel is God dealing in vs. 7-10? 

(c) What is a sieve, what is its purpose, and what purpose does this metaphor serve in Amos 9? Who, specifically, is 

mentioned among God’s people as the recipients of this judgment? What hope (remnant language) do you find in vs. 8 & 10 

that prepares you for vs. 11-15? 

(d)   Family: Read Amos 9:5-6. Spend time today teaching your family about the character and work of God as found in these 

verses. You should discuss His power (melts the earth), His authority (controls the Nile), His work as Creator (heavens & 

earth), His sustaining work (the Nile rises and falls, rain), & His mercy (sends rain). Help them understand that this litany of 

God’s character & work should provoke the people to repentance as they consider that God is powerful and more than able to 

carry out the judgment He promises in this book. 

 



DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Amos 9:1-15, 2 Sam. 7:13-16, Ps. 89:34-37, Hos. 3:5 & Acts 15:1-21. Analyze vs. 11-15 and, using one word for 

each verse, write down what is being promised (e.g. for v. 11 you might choose the word “rebuild” or “raise”). Why is 

David’s booth in need of rebuilding/repair/raising?  

 

(b) For what purpose will the booth of David be raised up (v. 12)? Who is “the remnant of Edom” (be sure to see how James 

uses this passage when he quotes it at the Jerusalem council in Acts 15)? When and how will this purpose be fulfilled (all of 

the passages you were to read today help you answer this question)? 

 

(c) Why is the rebuilding of the booth of David important to New Covenant believers in the church? In what ways is this 

promise applied to the church today? How do you reconcile this promise with the judgments promised to Edom and the 

nations in Amos 1-2?  

 

(d) Family: You will need some kind of sieve for this lesson. A colander will work fine. Read Amos 9:9-10. Ask, “What is a 

sieve?” Explain what a sieve does (separates water from solids or small particles from large ones), and demonstrate. You can 

drain some pasta you boiled in water, or separate dirt from rocks (which is the illustration Amos uses). Explain that in Amos’ 

illustration, some would be caught in the sieve (the pebbles) and some would not. Ask, “Who are the pebbles that get caught 

in the sieve of God’s judgment and why?” The answer is in the verse, so have them look back at v. 10 (sinners who mistakenly 

claim that they are safe from God’s judgment). Close by showing them the hope found in this verse (only unrepentant sinners 

will be caught in the sieve of God’s judgment) and that tomorrow you will look at what happens to those who are the remnant. 

 

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          

(a) Read Amos 9:1-15. What is happening when a “plowman overtakes the reaper” and “the treader of grapes overtakes him 

who sows the seed?” What does the picture of mountains dripping and hills flowing with sweet wine reveal or signify? 

(b) What judgments promised earlier in Amos are restored by the promises in v. 14? Of what does a life in the land described 

in vs. 13-14 remind you? How and when will the promises found in v. 15 be fulfilled for the nation of Israel? 

(c) How do the promises of restoration found in vs. 11-15 apply to you? What encouragement do you find in these verses? 

How do they point forward (types & shadows) toward Christ? How are these promises fulfilled to you in Christ and His work? 

(d) Write at least 5 ways you have been encouraged by your study of the book of Amos. Write at least 5 ways you have been 

convicted by your study of the book of Amos. Be ready to share these with your class as 10 ways you have been further 

sanctified by your study of Amos. 

(e) Family: Lead your family through (d) above. Be ready to share your own answers as a way to encourage discussion. 

DATE: Nov. 25, 2012                 PASSAGE: Amos 9:1-15 

 Restoration from Ruins 

In Amos 9:1-15 we are shown two ends for which God pursues men. 

 


