
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 

 
In preparation for Sunday, Sept. 9, 2012                                                              Passage: Amos 1:2-2:3 

Memory Passage: Romans 8:24-25  
 

DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Amos 1:2-2:3. According to v. 2, who is speaking throughout Amos’ prophecy? How is He described, and what 

images does this description bring to mind? From where does God “roar” and why is this location important? To what do the 

phrases, “the pastures of the shepherds mourn and the top of Carmel withers” refer?  

(b) Find a map in your Bible (or find one here: http://classic.net.bible.org/map.php?map=ot5) and locate the cities and 

countries mentioned in 1:3-2:3. What do you notice about these countries/cities, especially when you include Judah (2:3-5)? 

What phrases do you find common to each of the 6 nations’ judgments? What is significant about this repetition? Why does 

God say He “will not revoke the punishment?” To what does  “I will send fire” refer? 

(c) Put yourself in the place of someone who lives in Israel and is listening to Amos preach these words (up through 2:3) in 

Bethel. How would you be responding? Would you be “amen-ing” his words or rebelling? Would you think these nations 

deserved the judgment they were going to receive or not? Would you be grieving for them or relishing in their “just desserts?” 

(d) Family: Use a map in your Bible or this map: http://classic.net.bible.org/map.php?map=ot5 and point out all the 

nations/cities mentioned in Amos 1:2-2:3: Damascus (in Aram, or Syria; Beth-eden & Valley of Aven are not found on this 

map), Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Ekron, (4 of the 5 main cites of Philistia [Joppa was destroyed by this time]), Tyre (in 

Phonecia), Edom (Teman & Bozrah are not on this map), Ammon, Rabbah (the capital of Ammon, today known as Amman, 

Jordan). Gilead is mentioned but not shown on this map. It is the part of Israel east of the Jordan River given to the tribes of 

Gad, Reuben and the ½ tribe of Manasseh. After your geography lesson, ask questions to lead to a discussion of the 

importance of these nations with regard to Israel (they surround Israel, they all have had dealings with Israel, God is “zeroing 

in” on Israel by judging all the surrounding nations, 3 nations are “related” to Israel (Edom descended from Esau, Ammon 

from Ben-ammi, and Moab by Moab, who were ½ brothers born to Lot by his 2 daughters, etc.) Finish by saying that this 

week we will look at all of the prophecies against these countries as we prepare to focus on Judah and Israel next week. 

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Amos 1:3-5, 1 Kings 11:1-22, & 2 Kings 13:1-13. The phrase, “For three transgressions . . . and for four . . .” 

refers to multiple, repeated transgressions, not specifically 4. Amos mentions one transgression in each judgment, but there 

were many others that brought God’s wrath. What was Damascus’ transgression? Do you think this was a literal or 

metaphorical description of their crimes? 

(b) According to 1 Kings 11, why did God raise up adversaries against Solomon? Who was the adversary mentioned in       

vs. 23-25, and what was his attitude toward Israel? According to 2 Kings 13:1-7, who are Hazael & Ben-hadad and what did 

they do to Israel under Jehoahaz’ reign? Who sent them against Israel and why? 

(c)  What was God’s punishment against Syria (Damascus, the capital, represents the country)? Why did God promise to 

punish Syria (and He carried out His promise, see 2 Kings 16:9) when He was the one who brought Syria against Israel for 

judgment? Is this “fair” of God? Why or why not? What does this teach us about the sovereign & just rule of God, and why 

does this make a difference in our lives today? 

(d) Family:  Lead your family through this prophecy by taking them through (a)-(c) above. 

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Amos 1:6-10, Joel 3:1-6, Ex. 21:16, & Deut. 24:7. Each city mentioned in 1:6-8 is representative of the entire 

country of Philistia (i.e. each part of the judgment is not directed specifically toward that city alone, but intended to convey 

total judgment on the nation as a whole) just as Tyre (v. 9) is representative of the entire country of Phoenicia. Philistia was 

known as having 5 strong cities. Why do you think the 5
th
 (Gath) is not mentioned (cf. 2 Chron. 26:6)? 

(b) To what sin common to both Philistia and Phoenicia did Amos point as the justification for their judgment? Why was this 

wrong? What other sin does Amos mention with regard to Phoenicia, and to what does it refer (for help, see: 2 Sam. 5:11,       

2 Kings 5:1-12, 18, and 9:10-14)? 

(c) Are the sins God judges in 1:6-10 (human trafficking & breaking of covenants/promises) still around today? How can we 

apply to our world today the fact that God found these actions unjust and worthy of severe punishment? How is it relevant for 

your life? In what ways will you act (as opposed to observe, mourn, or complain from afar) given the amount of human 

trafficking and promise breaking that occurs throughout our nation and the world today? How might BCC spring into action? 
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(d) Family: Lead your family through (a)-(c) above. You can focus on the idea of covenant breaking/lying/broken promises 

with regard to God’s character as the One who is Truth if the topic of human trafficking is too difficult/mature for your family. 

If you need it, you can find information on human trafficking in Arkansas visit www.pathsaves.org.  

DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Amos 1:11-15, Gen. 25:21-28, Matt. 5:7, 9-12, 21-22, 38-48. What is the significance of the word “brother” in    

v. 11? What was Edom’s sin and why would God be so concerned with it that He would severely judge them for it? 

 

(b) Since God says He will judge Edom for its unbridled anger, wrath, and lack of mercy, and Jesus speaks in the Sermon on 

the Mount to the same issues with regard to individual believers, think through what that means for us today with regard to  

(1) individuals, (2) churches, (3) local communities, (4) our state & national government policies, & (5) our international 

relations with other countries. Be ready to discuss with your class actions or policies that might need to change at any of these 

levels, but also be ready to provide alternative solutions to these actions & policies based on your Christ-centered worldview. 

 

(c) What was the sin of the Ammonites (who are another “relative” of Israel, descending from Ben-Ammi, who was Lot’s 

child from his incestuous relationship with his younger daughter; see Gen. 19:30-38)? How did this brutal act help them 

“enlarge their boarder?” What Scripture passages can you think of that Edom transgressed when they committed these acts? 

 

(d)  Is God’s anger against the sin of the Edomites applicable to us in America today? If not, why not, and if so, how so? 

 

(e) Family: Read Amos 1:11-12 & Matt. 5:7, 21-22. Explain to your family the relationship between the nation of Edom 

and the nation of Israel (Edom descends from Esau & Israel from Jacob) so they understand the phrase “he pursued his brother 

with the sword.” Then write on your white board the sins of Edom (aggressive war with Israel, showing no mercy to them, out 

of control, ongoing anger & wrath), and help them understand how God is still against these sins, both in our own lives (using 

the Matthew passages) and in the life of nations. If they are old enough, choose a current struggle between nations and discuss 

how these nations would benefit from acting toward each other in a way that pleases God.  

 

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          

(a) Read Amos 2:1-3. Who is this prophecy against, and what is this country’s relationship to Israel (again, see Gen. 19:30-

38)? Do you see any significance in the fact the 3 prophecies preceding the ones against Judah (2:4-5) and Israel (2:6ff) are 

against countries that are “relatives” of Israel? 

(b) Why would one country “burn into lime the bones” of the king of another country? Why would God be against this? Why 

is it significant that the sin in this prophecy was against someone other than Israel (unlike all the previous 5)? What does this 

tell us about the concern we should have for those outside the family of God, whether individuals or nations, and how should 

that affect your ministry and the ministries of our church? Be ready to discuss this in your class on Sunday. 

(c) Reflect what you have learned this week and write down (1) at least one new truth you learned, (2) the most convicting 

truth or application you learned, (3) the most surprising truth/application you learned. Be ready to share these in your class. 

(d) Family: As a way to review, Read Amos 1:2-2:3 and stop at the end of each section asking your family what they 

learned about it. Fill in the gaps where they forget things. You can also draw their attention to the description of God 

speaking, “the LORD roars from Zion,” (v. 2) and discuss this imagery. At the end, ask & discuss the 3 questions found 

in (c) above. 

DATE: Sept. 9, 2012                 PASSAGE: Amos 1:2-2:3 

The Lord Roars! (I) 

In Amos 1:2-2:3 we hear The Lion roar (1:2) six oracles of judgment against the nations. 
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