
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 
 

In preparation for Sunday, January 6, 2013                                                        Passage: Various 

Memory Passage: Colossians 1:28 
 

DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Col. 1:28. This week we will review several passages from James & Colossians that I have preached since coming 
to BCC 31 months ago. One of the reasons I chose to preach these 2 books early in our ministry together is that they help us 
understand and apply the mission of the church, which is found in Matthew 28:18-20, the text I will preach on Sunday. 

(b) Colossians 1:28 is the ministry verse for the Bible Church of Cabot. Write down 2 or 3 things about which you are 
passionate and about which you are likely, at least on some occasions, to be found proclaiming with passion (your 
kids/grandkids, Razorback sports, coffee, restaurants, movies, music, politics, Pintrest, pets, your job, school, etc.). Now 
describe what you look/sound like as you proclaim about these things. What is the content of Paul’s proclamation? Write 
down a few sentences that contain an accurate proclamation of Christ. 

(c) How often do you “proclaim Christ” in your daily life? Think back over the last week and write down all of the situations 
in which you could have proclaimed Christ, and of what that proclamation would have consisted. The following questions will 
provide a good opportunity for class discussion on Sunday morning: Were any of these opportunities times that you think God 
would have had you not proclaim Christ? How do you know? Were any of these opportunities times that you think God was 
giving you the opportunity to proclaim Christ but you did not? Why did you choose not to? Did you take any of these 
opportunities to proclaim Christ, and if so, what were the results? 

(d) Family: Be ready to play a game of charades by choosing several age-appropriate words or phrases to be acted out. Have 
one person act out their word/phrase in a normal way (i.e. no words; only motions), and then tell the next person that they may 
use words to convey their word/phrase. As complaints of “unfair!” begin, ask everyone, “Why is this unfair?” When they 
respond with, “Because its easier to guess when someone talks!” have someone read Rom. 10:14 & Col 1:28 and then you 
explain why we must “proclaim” (preach, speak about) Christ so people can hear & believe the Gospel. 

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Col. 1:28. What is the difference between “admonishing” and “teaching,” and why is wisdom so important in these 
acts? What do admonishing and teaching with wisdom have to do with producing mature Christians? Are you prepared for this 
ministry helping men & women mature? What must you do to be prepared to admonish and teach everyone with wisdom? 

(b) Remembering that this is our ministry verse here at BCC, what impact do these acts of admonishing and teaching have on 
our ministry? What things must necessarily be present/active in our ministry? What things must necessarily be fought against? 
What impact does this verse have on your own ministry (or should it have)? 

(c) Write down at least 5 ways that we can implement this ministry of admonishing and teaching Christ to everyone here at 
BCC. Now write down at least 5 ways that we can implement this ministry to non-believers.  

(d) Family: Lead your family through (a) & (c) above, focusing on ways your family can be involved in this type of ministry. 

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  
(a)  Read Col. 3:12-17.  Write down the 5 virtues Paul asks believers to “put on,” and write a definition of each one (v. 12). 
 
(b) With which of these virtues do you struggle most?  What are the consequences in you family, your job, and your church if 
you fail to “put on” these virtues in light of who you are in Christ?  What is the relationship between the virtues listed in v. 12 
and the commands found in v. 13? With which of these commands do you struggle most and why? Which of these commands 
do you find the easiest to obey and why? 

(c) What does Paul mean when he writes, “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts?” How does peace “rule” anything? 
What is the connection between peace ruling in individual hearts and peace ruling in the body? 

(d) What do you think could be said of a congregation in whom strife & turmoil ruled? Upon what/whom might this kind of  
congregation be focused? Have you ever been a part of a body of believers like this? What was it like? Did you try to stop the 
turmoil or did you keep it going? Why & how? What will you do if The Bible Church of Cabot begins to operate from a 
position of strife and turmoil rather than peace? 

(e) Family: Have everyone draw a picture of “conflict.” Then have everyone describe his/her drawing and explain why it is a 
picture of conflict. Then have them turn over their papers and tell them to draw a picture of “peace.” Have them explain these 
drawings in the same way. Read John 14:26 and teach your family about the peace that Christ leaves His people. Use their 
drawings as object lessons as you describe this peace. 



DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  
(a) Read James 1:22-27. How is being a hearer of the word but not a doer of the word a form of self-deception? Why is “a 
hearer of the word and not a doer” like the one who forgets what he just saw in the mirror? 
 
(b) Think back on the last month of your life. Have you been a doer of the word? If someone else were able to watch a rerun 
of the last 30 days of your life with an evaluation form in their hand, pen at the ready to tally every instance of “hearing” and 
“doing” the word, which column would be greater? How many opportunities for “doing” would be left undone? How will this 
simple exercise help you to be proactive during the next 30 days to be a better “doer” of the word? 
 
(c)  How does not bridling one’s tongue result in deceiving one’s heart? Do you ever struggle to bridle your tongue? What 
circumstances usually surround this and how might you avoid this sin in the future? How is your religion made worthless? 
 
(d) What 2 acts does James present that proves one’s religion is pure and undefiled? How often are you involved in visiting 
widows & orphans? Are these limited to believing widows and orphans? Think about people you know in your life, both 
inside and outside the church: What are some of their needs? How might you meet them? Since there are some needs of 
widows and orphans that you cannot meet by yourself, what are some ways the Bible Church could become involved in 
meeting these needs by joining our individual resources of time & talents? 
 
(e) What does keeping yourself “unstained from the world” mean, and how do you do it? Why does a failure to do this 
relegate your religion to a state of being not pure and defiled? 
 
(f) Family:  Lead your family through (d), discussing ways your family can become involved in these types of ministry. 
 
DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          
(a) Read James 2:14-26. In these verses James gives us 4 examples/illustrations of faith: 2 that illustrate a dead, non-saving, 
inauthentic faith, and 2 that illustrate a living, saving, authentic faith. Find these 4 examples and summarize their content in 
your own words (hint: the verses might break down like this: 14-17, 18-20, 21-24 & 25-26). 

(b) What other examples (other than the ones James gives here) of dead/inauthentic faith can you think of? In what ways are 
you guilty of professing a faith that is not authenticated by works? In what ways are you guilty of seeing the needs of others, 
maybe even talking about them, but not acting to meet them? Spend some time repenting of this kind of dead faith and ask 
God to grant you a new desire to exercise the love, service, and compassion of Christ towards others, works that are produced 
by the faith you profess. Don’t fret about the negativity of this question! All of us struggle, at one time or another, with acting 
as if our faith were dead! Thank God for the transforming power of the gospel and a God who grants repentance! 

(c) What are other examples (other than the ones James gives here) of works that a saving, authentic, faith will produce? 
Describe a local body of Christ in which everyone’s faith is authentic and works abound to prove it. In (b) you prayed for God 
to grant you a new desire to exercise an authentic faith. Write down what God revealed to you and make a commitment to 
Him to move past thinking/speaking about good works and on toward acting and doing the word of God more fully! 

(d) Family: Lead your family through (a) – (c) above. 

DATE: January 6, 2013               PASSAGE: Various 
What Is the Mission of the Church? 

 


