
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS
In preparation for Sunday
October 18, 1998 Passage: Ephesians 3:1-13
 
TODAY:  From your study this past week, what is one thing that impressed you that can be of help in your life?
 
Day 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT READ THE PASSAGE
Describe something that seemed mysterious when you were young that no longer seems as mysterious.
 
Read the entire passage.  (a) Here Paul speaks of being a prisoner “for you the Gentiles sake.”  Read Acts 21:17-
22-24.  What in these chapters indicates that Paul was a prisoner for the sake of the Gentiles in general and 
perhaps for the Ephesians in particular?  (b) What made the Jews upset? (c) What did Paul believe God had called 
him to do?
 
 
 
 
Day 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT READ THE PASSAGE
In this passage, Paul uses the term “mystery” three times.  (a) Look at a few other passages and see if you can 
determine a biblical definition for  “mystery”—Ephesians 1:9; 6:19; Col. 1:25-27; 4:3-4; 1 Tim. 3:9.  (b) What is 
the mystery that Paul is speaking about in this passage (Eph. 3:6-7—also see Eph. 2:11-22)?  (c) Does God desire 
this mystery to be kept secret?  What does this passage tell you?  

 

 

 
Day 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT READ THE PASSAGE
(a) What role does the church play in revealing this mystery?  (b) How has God revealed this mystery—Eph. 3:3, 
5, 8-9, 10?  (c) Why did God not reveal the mystery before He revealed the church?  (d) Why does he refer to 
the “fellowship” of this mystery in verse 9?  How does this fit Paul’s emphasis on the importance of the church?
 
 
 

 

 
Day 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT READ THE PASSAGE
Read verses 6-13.  (a) Why was Paul given the “gift of God’s grace?”  Why were you given this gift?  (b)
What “purpose” is God accomplishing in Christ Jesus (vs. 11; also see Eph. 1:7-10; 1:11-12; 2:10-13; 2:14-
16)?   (c) What is His purpose in saving you?  (d) Is it accurate to say that God was accomplishing more than our 
individual salvation when Jesus died on the cross?  Why or why not?  (This is the same question we asked last 
week, but it is worth asking again)

 

 

 
Day 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT READ THE PASSAGE
Examine verses 3:1 and 3:13 again.  (a) Here Paul speaks about his imprisonment being for their glory.  How is 
this?  (b) Compare the following verses.  What are some ways suffering turns out for greater glory? Phil. 1:12-14.  
(c) Phil. 1:27-30?  (d) Col. 1:24-26?  (e) 2 Tim. 1:8-14? (f) 2 Cor. 4:7-12? (g) 2 Cor. 12:8-10? 
 
 
 
 
Summarize what you have learned about how God uses all things (including suffering) to reveal His mystery.
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