
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS
In preparation for Sunday, April 18, 1999 Passage: Ephesians 5:3-8
 
TODAY:  From your study this past week, what is one thing that impressed you that can be of help in your life?
 
Day 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT READ THE PASSAGE
(a) In verses 1-2, Paul tells us to “walk in love.”  What example does he give?  How is the love of Jesus 
different for the love that man has?  (b) In verses 3-8, some types of “misguided” love are mentioned.  What 
are they and how are they “love out of control?”  How do these types of love differ from God’s love?  (c) List 
the “motivations” Paul gives in verse 3-8 for not participating in these.  (d) What ought to characterize the 
behavior of believers (1 Peter 4:2 and 2 Corinthians 5:9-10)?
 
 
 
 
Day 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT READ THE PASSAGE
(a) Immorality is self-love related to sex. How is this so?  (b) Consider 1 Thessalonians 4:1-6.  Who sets the 
standards for sexual behavior?  (c) What instructions does Paul provide for dealing with sexual immorality in 1 
Thess. 4:1-6?  What results from being involved in such behavior?  (d) What results when a person continually 
exposes himself to such desires? (Consider Ephesians 4:19 and 1 Timothy 4:2).

 

 
 
Day 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT READ THE PASSAGE
(a) Greed is self-love related to money.  Is this a good analysis of greed?  Why or why not?  (b) How is 
covetousness “idolatry” (vs. 5)?  (c) What does Paul tell us about covetousness in Romans 7:7—why does he use 
covetousness as an example of sin?  Why not use adultery or murder or one of the other commandments?  (d) 
Consider 1 Timothy 6:6-10.  What does Paul encourage in 1 Timothy 6:17-19?

 

 
 
Day 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT READ THE PASSAGE
(a) Filthiness, silly talk, and coarse jesting seem to be self-love related to our speech.  Is this an accurate 
description?  How are they evidences of self-love?  (b) What should be characteristic of Christian speech instead? 
(c) Someone has said that two indicators of a person’s character are what makes him laugh and what makes 
him weep.  How does this apply to what Paul is teaching here?  (d) What type of speech has Paul advocated in 
Ephesians 4:29?  What kind of speech should characterize believers (Colossians 4:6)?  (e) Is Paul ruling out any 
joking among believers?  What type of jesting and talk is he concerned about?  Also consider Proverbs 17:22.

 

 

 
Day 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT READ THE PASSAGE
(a) What reason does Paul give in verses 5-7 as to why this behavior should not be in the lives of Christians?  
(b) Is Paul suggesting that those who do such things lose their salvation?  Why or why not?  Also consider 1 
Corinthians 6: 9-11, Galatians 5:17-21, and Hebrews 12:14-17.  (c) What kinds of “empty words” might Paul be 
referring to?  What is he warning them about?  Also consider Hebrews 10:26-31 and 12:5-13.  (d) Paul began in 
verses 1-2 reminding us about what Jesus had done for us.  How should God’s grace affect our lifestyles (Titus 
2:11-12; Romans 6:1-2)?
 
 
 
 
 
Summarize what you have learned about walking in love.
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