
 

 

BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 
 

In preparation for Sunday, January 13, 2013                                                     Passage: Matthew 18:15-20 

Memory Passage: Matthew 18:15 
 

DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a)  Read Matthew 18:1-35 . Though our focus is on Matthew 18:15-20, what relations/connections do you see between 

the rest of the chapter and our text.  In one sentence what would you say is the theme of the chapter and why?  Name 
other themes (main ideas) you see in the chapter and explain how they relate to the text in focus.  Read verses 15-20 again 
and  state the theme of these verses. 

(b)  Reflect on the concept of “church discipline” using the following questions: Does the concept conjure up in your mind 
loving and pleasant thoughts?  Why or why not?  Have you ever witnessed the practice of church discipline in any church 
of which you have been a part?  If yes, explain how discipline was carried out.  If no, give reasons why there may be a 
failure in some churches to practice discipline.  What is the purpose of church discipline? 

(c) In verse 15, Matthew writes, “If a brother sins against you.”  What is sin?  Can we be offended by a brother 
without necessarily concluding that we have been sinned against?  What is the difference between sin and those 
other offenses?  Does the thought of “sinning against you” include only those sins that have been directed at you 
personally?  Explain whether it is possible to reason that a Christian who steals from Target sins against you?   
Thinking more personally, though not exclusively so, how likely is it that a brother/sister will sin against you?  And, 
how likely is it that you will sin against a brother or a sister?   What do your answers teach us about the nature of 
man and of body-life in the church?  In light of 1 John 1:8 & 10, how iffy is the “If” of verse 15? 

(d)  Family: Go over points a, b, and c above with your family.  Using Proverbs 3:11-12 and 13:24 demonstrate that all 
discipline—including church discipline—originates from a heart of love.  Use simple illustrations to make the 
point.  For example, explain why it would be unloving of mommy to see you eating cookies and candy for 
breakfast, lunch , and dinner and would say nothing.  Think of other situations like not doing homework, sleeping in 
too late, staying up too late, etc. 

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 
(a) Read Matthew 18:15-20 . Assuming that you have been sinned against by a fellow Christian, what are the two verbs 

in verse 15 that sets before you your responsibility?  If the Bible were written today, do you think that Jesus would/could 
have said, “If your brother sins against you, go and text or facebook or email or phone or write him?”  Discuss the 
advantages and disadvantages of each method of communication listed above.   

(b) What are some reasons why Christians are afraid to go and tell to other Christians how they have sinned against them?  
Which one of these reasons applies to you?  How can you overcome these fears?  Is our failure to “go and tell” to others 
how they have sinned against us a sin?  How is it a sin against God?  Is this failure also a sin against “your brother” who 
sinned against you?  How so?    

(c) What are some reasons why you should first go alone to your brother to confront him about his sin?  How would you feel 
and respond if someone brought a number of people along to confront you about a sin you have committed against them?  
Tell of the last time you were lovingly confronted by a fellow Christian because you had sinned against them?  When was 
the last time you confronted a fellow believer who sinned against you?  

(d)  Is it more loving, kind, gracious, or even more Christian to just forget it when someone sins against you?  Why or why 
not?  Why did Jesus not say, “If your brother sins against you, just forgive him and forget it?”  According to verse 15, 
what is the purpose of going and telling “your brother” his sin?   

(e) Family: Have each member make a list of sins and one of offenses/faults that are not sins.  Compare lists with each other 
and create a master list.  Discuss the differences between the two lists, carefully explaining why each behavior is included 
in its particular list.  Explain that the law of God (Exodus 20 for example) is the standard used to judge whether a 
behavior is sinful.   

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  
(a) Read Matthew 18:15-20 . Verse 16 speaks of the brother not listening/hearing.  Does the brother not listening mean 

he didn’t give you an audience (he didn’t even want to hear you state your case)?  Or was it that he didn’t agree with your 
claim that he sinned against you?  Does it have to be one or the other?  How does the use of “listens/hears” in verse 15 
help with the answer? 



 

 

(b) Read Matthew18:16.  In this second step of discipline, what are we commanded to do?  Why, according to the text, must 
we take one or more witnesses?  Who is a witness (see Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15-21)?  If you were looking for 
witnesses to go with you to confront a sinning brother, what are some of the qualities you would look for in such 
witnesses?  If a church member was looking for a witness… would they possibly pick you?  If you were asked to be a 
witness, would you consent to be involved?  Why or why not.  Is being a witness the task of every believer or just elders? 

(c) Do the witnesses have the authority to give advice or are they just there to merely listen?  What does it mean when it says 
in Matthew 18:16 “that every charge may be established?”  Does this require rendering judgment?  What would you do 
if as witnesses you conclude that brother who is bringing the charge is making a mountain out of a molehill?  Have you 
ever gone this far in dealing with a fellow believer who has sinned against you? 

(d) Family: Reflecting on days 1 and 2, describe what loving confrontation looks like.  How would you approach confronting 
a sinning brother?  Think of the preparation you would do before meeting the first or the second time.  Think of the 
manner in which you would approach the sinning brother.  And, think of how you would respond if you were in “your 
brother’s” position, being confronted about a sin.  Go over a, b, and c with your family. 

 
DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  
(a) Read Matthew 18:15-20 . In verse 17, the text teaches that if the sinner “refuses to listen to” the witnesses, who have 

apparently agreed with the one bringing the charge, the third step in the disciplinary process is to “tell it to the church.”  
What exactly should be told to the church?  And who should do the telling—the sinned against believer, the witnesses, or 
all of the above?  Does it matter?  Why or why not?  How should it be told to the church—an email to the pastor/elders, a 
personal visit with the pastor/elders, an announcement during prayer time at home group, an announcement in church on 
Sunday morning when pastor says, “are there any other announcements,” or just solely and quietly tell everybody in the 
church as you meet them individually?  What is your preference and why? 

(b) Read 1 Cor. 6:1-5. Who or what is the church to whom this matter should be told?  Is it the whole congregation, just the 
elders, a larger church body like a synod, or a select committee?  Do you honestly believe that the church can render a 
just judgment?   

(c)  What if the person in the process of being put under church discipline decides to leave the local church and join himself 
with another church, do we have any responsibility to warn that other church about the past situation?  Why or why not?   

(d) Jesus could have said, “And if he refuses to listen to the church” and we would have gotten the point.  But instead he 
says, “even to the church.”  What is God trying to communicate with the addition of this little word “even?”  What does 
this say about the place of the church in the life of Christians?  Can the church be wrong in her judgment?  Should such 
possibility cause us not to pursue church discipline?  Explain from the life of Christ how we should respond if we feel we 
are being wronged by a local church? 

(e) Family:  Explain to your family that when a person refuses to listen to admonishment from fellow believers and the whole 
church, he/she is committing a grave sin which shows the hardness of his/her heart.   The process of discipline then 
reveals the condition of a person’s heart.  Show that when we submit to discipline, it demonstrates that we are repentant 
and that the Spirit of God is at work in us.   

 
DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          
(a) Read Matthew 18:15-20 . In verse 17b the church is to let the unrepentant and rebellious brother “be to you as a 

Gentile and a tax collector.”  Is there any significance to the fact that Jesus says , “as you” and not ‘as I?”  To whom does 
the “you” refer?  What’s so ‘special’ about being a Gentile and a tax collector?  Was this a good thing in the eyes of the 
Jews to be regarded as a Gentile and a tax collector?  How do we, practically, display the attitude of the Jews (exclusion 
and disfellowshipping) and of Jesus (loving compassion) in cases of church discipline today?  See 2 Thess. 3:6, 13-15; 1 
Cor. 5:1-5, 9-13; and Gal. 6:1 to help you discussion.   

(b) What is communicated to us by Jesus when he uses the words “bind” and “loose.”  In the context of church discipline, 
what does it mean to bind, and what does it mean to loose (v. 18)?  How does the church bind and loose people?  What 
does Jesus’ statement, “I am there in the midst of them,” do for us as we endeavor to practice church discipline? 

(c) Family: Go over Day 5 with your family. 
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