
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 

 
In preparation for Sunday, August 4, 2013                                                           Passage: Matthew 5:1-3 

Memory Passage: Matthew 5:2-3 
 

DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Matt. 4:12-4:25 & Is. 9:1-2: We will take a short break from Romans to examine the Beatitudes. Let’s begin by 

looking at the setting of the Sermon on the Mount, which begins with the Beatitudes.  

(b) Why did John’s arrest trigger Jesus’ withdrawal? What is significant with regard to Jesus’ ministry about Galilee, 

Capernaum, Zebulun & Naphtali? Who was dwelling in darkness, and what was that darkness, in Isaiah 9? Who was dwelling 

in darkness and what was that darkness in Matt. 4?  

(c) What was the message of Jesus’ preaching? What does the word “repent” mean? To what does “the kingdom” refer, and 

why is repentance the proper response to the kingdom being “at hand?” 

(d) Family: Find a map in your Bible that shows the territories of Zebulun & Naphtali, as well as Capernaum & Nazareth. If 

you don’t have one you can find a simple example here: http://broadway-church.org/home/sermons/2000/Image1.gif. Read 

Matt. 4:12-16, and use the map to show where Jesus started and then withdrew according to Matt. 4:12-13. Then Read Is. 

9:1-2 and explain that Jesus was beginning His ministry as the Messiah in accordance with prophecy, and that He is the 

promised Messiah who will rescue people from darkness and bring them into light. 

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Matt. 4:12-4:25. Why do you think Jesus called Peter, Andrew, James & John? Do you think He called them into 

repentance (v.17) prior to calling them? What was their response to His call, and why do you think they acted immediately?  

(b) What are “fishers of men?” Put yourself in these men’s place: You are going about your business, earning your living as 

fishermen, and a stranger comes to you and says “follow me and I will make you fishers of men!” Would you follow? Would 

it be immediately? What would your wife/husband/parents/friends/coworkers say? Would their responses deter your 

obedience? Why or why not? 

(c) What 3 things does Matthew tell us Jesus was doing throughout all Galilee? Which of these 3 activities does it seem 

caused His fame to spread? Why was Jesus healing so many people during this time? What does this healing have to do with 

His role as Messiah?  

(d) Family: Read Matt. 4:18-22. Have your family draw a picture of this scene, and then as each one shows his/her picture 

have them tell about the details. This exercise will allow you to see which details each child caught and understood. After 

everyone explains his/her drawing, read the passage again and teach it. Emphasize the “who, what, when, where, and why” of 

the passage, especially the fishermen’s immediate obedience to Jesus’ call. 

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Matt. 5:1-12. Why did Jesus go “up the mountain” when He saw the crowds? To whom is He speaking as He 

begins this sermon? Given this audience, how do we interpret and apply this sermon (i.e. is it for Christians? Jews? Does it 

describe the perfect Christian life so we know our need for Jesus? Does it describe the life of every believer? Etc.)?  

(b) What does the word “blessed” mean? How is being blessed different from being happy? Why do you think Jesus starts 

this sermon with what it means to be blessed? How many beatitudes do you see in vs. 1-12? If you said there are 8, why did 

you not count 9? If you said there are 9, why did you not count 8? 

(c)  What grammatical differences & similarities do you see between the rewards (the second half of each verse)? 

(d) Now that you have read & briefly overviewed the Beatitudes, answer the following questions: (1) What questions do you 

hope to answer about these verses over the next 9 weeks? (2) What do you hope to gain by studying these verses? (3) How do 

you think these verses connect with Romans 5-8? 

(e) Family: Read Matt. 5:1-12. Ask, “What does it mean to be happy, and name some ways in which you are happy?” After 

some discussion, ask “What does it mean for a person to be blessed, and name some ways that you are blessed?” After more 

discussion ask, “What is the difference between being happy and being blessed?” (The ESV Study Bible has a helpful 

definition that answers both questions: “More than a temporary or circumstantial feeling of happiness, this is a state of well-

being in relationship to God that belongs to those who respond to Jesus’ ministry” [p. 1827]). Explain that in these verses 

Jesus is teaching His disciples what characteristics mark the lives of those who are His disciples. There is a large crowd 

gathered because Jesus has been healing many people, and they overhear His teaching, but the disciples are the ones who draw 

near to Him to be taught. The Sermon on the Mount is a description of life in Jesus’ kingdom and lived by His disciples. 

http://broadway-church.org/home/sermons/2000/Image1.gif


DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Matt. 5:3, Is. 57:15, & 66:2. To what does the phrase, “poor in spirit” refer? Does this phrase have anything to do 

with economic/material poverty? How do you know? Write down the characteristics of someone who is poor in spirit. 

 

(b) What do you learn from Isaiah about God’s attitude toward those who are “poor in spirit?”  

 

(c) Read Psalm 51. Write down everything you learn from David that you think fits with being poor in spirit. What Bible 

characters can you think of who lacked this quality? Describe why you chose each person. 

 

(d) Does being poor in spirit mark your life? Explain your answer. What sin(s) must you put to death in order to be marked 

by this attribute of Christ’s disciples? What practical benefits are there for living a life as one who is poor in spirit in the 

following areas (1) family (2) local body of Christ (3) workplace (4) personal relationship with Christ? 

 

(e) Family: Read Matt. 5:3. Ask, “What does it mean to be poor in spirit” (one definition: to be conscious of one’s spiritual 

poverty apart from Christ and to live according to this awareness)? Explain that this quality is required in a person who would 

be saved. A person must recognize they are a sinner, repent of their sin, and trust in Christ for their salvation (which denies 

any self-sufficiency on their part). So the first way a believer is found to be poor in spirit is when the Holy Spirit regenerates 

them and they come to faith in Christ. But also this characteristic marks all believers throughout their lives. Believers can and 

do sin, but when they are “presenting their members to God for righteousness” (Rom. 6:13) they will be marked by the 

humility of one who is poor in spirit, completely depending on Christ for everything they need. Then lead your family in a 

discussion of ways in which the characteristic of being poor in spirit would be beneficial in your family’s relationships. 

 

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          

(a) Read Matt. 5:3. What exactly is “the kingdom of heaven?” What is the significance of the present tense “is” in this 

verse, and why is this tense different than most (but not all) of the other blessings? Are we to understand the kingdom as only 

being present or should we also understand it as future? What passages inform your answer? 

(b) What connections do you see between the character (poor in spirit) and the blessing (the kingdom of heaven)?  

(c) Why is a person blessed when they possess the kingdom of heaven? In what ways are you encouraged by this beatitude? 

In what ways are you challenged? In what ways are you convicted? 

(d) Family: Read Matt. 5:3. Use tonight to help your family understand what the kingdom of heaven is. Explain that 

Matthew uses kingdom of heaven most often, rather than the kingdom of God, because he was writing to a predominately 

Christian Jewish audience and it was a way of showing reverence to the name of God. But “kingdom of heaven” and 

“kingdom of God” are 2 ways of saying the same thing: God has a kingdom over which He rules, and those who are His 

children are submitted to His rule. This kingdom is now in heaven and in the hearts of His people, and future in the new 

heaven and new earth. This is why those who are poor in spirit, those who have no confidence in themselves but all 

confidence in Christ, have gained entrance into God’s kingdom, and that these same people are marked by the quality of being 

poor in spirit. Memorize together this verse (you probably already have it memorized after studying it all week!).  

DATE: August 4, 2013                 PASSAGE: Matthew 5:1-3 

Blessed are the Poor in Spirit 

 

In Matthew 5:3 Jesus begins the Sermon on the Mount with the first beatitude. 

In it we learn 2 characteristics of the blessed one. 

 


