
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 

 
In preparation for Sunday, September 8, 2013                                                           Passage: Matthew 5:8 

Memory Passage: Matthew 5:8 (and review your memory of Matthew 5:1-7) 
 

DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Matt. 5:1-7: By way of review: What does it look like for you to be merciful? In what ways do you resemble the 

Good Samaritan of Luke 10? In what ways do you resemble the priest & Levite? How will you overcome the latter to be more 

like the former? 

(b) How are you shown mercy when you are merciful? 

(c) Write at least 3 applications from last week (from your study, your Sunday school discussion, or the sermon) that you are 

going to be intentional about implementing in your life this week. 

(d) Family: Lead your family through a review of what you learned last week, and review ways that your family can apply 

what you learned. You may use (a) – (c) above if you need help structuring the review. 

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Matt. 5:8. Our verse for this week presents us with a challenge in that there is more written in Scripture about the 

heart than we could ever cover in one Discussion Guide or one sermon! So we will take a very specific tack through this 

lesson with the full knowledge that we cannot completely cover the topic. In the broad sense, when the heart is used as a 

metaphor it refers comprehensively to our inner being, including our emotions, our intellect, our will, and our desires. 

(b) Read Gen. 6:5-8; Is. 1:4-6; Jer. 17:5-10; Mark 7:14-23; Heb. 3:7-13. For what reason did God destroy the earth by 

flood? Was God just in doing this? Why or why not? About whom is Isaiah writing, and what does he say about them? 

(c) What is the difference between the 2 people about whom Jeremiah speaks in 17:5-8? About whom is Jeremiah writing in 

v. 9, and what does he say about them?  

(d) In the context of Mark 7, what is the spiritual state of the one about whom Jesus speaks in vs. 14-23? What do you learn 

about the heart in Hebrews 3:7-13? What does the writer of Hebrews warn us about in this passage? 

(e) Make a composite description of the heart as described in these 4 passages. Is this a description of the heart of an 

unregenerate person or a regenerate person? How do you know? Why is this important? 

(f)  Family: Lead your family through (a) – (e) above. Make sure your family fully understands that the heart is often used in 

Scripture as a metaphor for the entirety of our inner being, and help everyone understand that in the context of each of today’s 

passages it is the unregenerate person who is being described. 

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Matt. 5:8; Jer. 31:31-34; Ez. 36:22-39. In Jeremiah’s version of the New Covenant, what does God promise with 

regard to the hearts of those who are members of it? Why is this important? How does this fact facilitate the promise in vs. 34? 

(b) According to Ezekiel’s version of the New Covenant, why will God act? What has happened to necessitate this action? 

(c) What does God promise to accomplish in Ez. 36:25-28 for those who are members of the New Covenant? What is the 

difference between a heart of stone & a heart of flesh (i.e. explain the metaphor)? 

(d)  Imagine you are discipling a new believer and you have led them through Day 1 & Day 2 of this Discussion Guide. How 

would you answer this question: “So how is what we learned yesterday connected to what we learned today?”  

(e) Family: Lead your family through (a) – (d) above.  

DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Matt. 5:8; Ps. 24:3-6, 1 Peter 1:13-25. According to Psalm 24:3-6, what characteristics mark the true worshiper? 

What blessings will be bestowed upon the true worshiper? How does your study of the New Covenant help you fully 

understand how these verses are obtained and applied in a believer’s life? 

 

(b) Write down all of the imperatives you find in 1 Peter 1:13-17. Now write down all of the indicatives (statements of being, 

or statements of what is true) you find in vs. 18-25. How do these two lists compare? How do the indicatives instruct you with 

regard to the imperatives? How do both of these lists comport with what you learned about the New Covenant? 

 



(c) How does one become “pure” in heart? What kind of actions will flow from the heart that is pure (in other words, 

describe the life of the one whose heart is pure)?  

 

(d) How do you reconcile the truth that as a believer you are already pure in heart with the fact that you still sin? Why does 

your sin not nullify your pure-heartedness? What happens when your heart is not pure because you are pursuing sin, or 

because you are double-minded in your affection for God, and how do you respond when this happens? 

 

(e) Family: Lead your family through (a) – (d) above. The goal for this evening is to help your family understand that only 

those who have had the blood of Jesus applied to them and their sins forgiven are pure in heart, that the righteousness required 

by God is the blessing that we receive through Jesus’ sacrifice, that our life as a believer is full of action (not passivity) as we 

pursue the activities in which a pure heart engages, and all of this is possible only because we are in Christ and recipients of 

grace. Also be ready to give encouragement that our salvation is never lost (if indeed it was real to begin with) when we sin 

even though holiness is required from us because Christ never sinned and we have His righteousness. 

 

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          

(a) Read Matt. 5:8; Ps. 11:7; 17:15; Heb. 12:14; 1 John 3:2-3. According to these passages, what is required in order for a 

person to “see God?” Why is seeing God a blessing and why does this blessing flow from being pure in heart?  

(b)  How do you reconcile this promise with Scriptures such as Ex. 33:20, John 1:18, & 1 Tim. 6:16? 

(c) In what ways do believers “see God” today (prior to being taken to the new heavens & new earth)? 

(d) In what ways are you challenged to live a life that is pure in heart? What is so enticing about these sins that they 

challenge your allegiance to God? Try to identify the root of each sin that challenges and encumbers you and identify its 

trigger so that you can more easily flee from it in the future before it overtakes you. Also, write down any Scripture passages 

that come to mind that deal specifically with these temptations/sins and memorize them or write them down on a note card so 

you can refer to them as you battle to live as one who is pure in heart.  

(e) Family: Lead your family through (a) – (d) above. 

DATE: September 8, 2013                 PASSAGE: Matthew 5:8 

The Pure in Heart Shall See God 

 

In Matthew 5:8 we find Jesus teaching the sixth beatitude. 

In it we learn about 2 more characteristics of the blessed one. 

 


