
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 

 
In preparation for Sunday, March 16, 2014                                                     Passage: Romans 13:1-7 

Memory Passage: Romans 13:1 

 
DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Rom. 13:1-7. Why does Paul in this particular place in Romans insert these verses concerning how we should 

relate to governing authorities, and what does the context reveal to you to form your answer?  

(b) Is this section addressed to believers, non-believers, or everyone, how do you know, and why does this matter? 

(c) Who are “the governing authorities?” What exactly does it mean to “be subject” and does it include obedience?  

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Rom. 12:9-16. Why must we “be subject” (“for” in v. 1) and why does this fact compel us to submit (“for” in v. 2)? 

(b) What does it look like for one to “resist” the governing authorities, and what is the “judgment” one incurs for resisting?   

(c) We have only observed 2 verses from this section, but a few questions are begging to be answered, are they not? So go 

ahead and answer them : Is there ever a time to resist the governing authorities, and if there is, what Biblical wisdom guides 

us concerning when & how to resist (so please give Scripture to back up your answer!)? Is all resistance of authorities a 

resistance of God’s will, and how do we know (since Paul seems to say in v. 2 that it is)? 

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Rom. 13:1-7. What is the role of the governing authorities according to vs. 3-4?  

(b) What is the “approval” one receives for doing good? 

(c) Compare v. 4: “For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer” with 12:19 and 

write down what you find. How do these 2 truths benefit your life? Does this mean that every wrongdoer will receive God’s 

full wrath in this life? Why or why not? 

DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Romans 13:1-7. Verse 5 restates the main points of 1-4 but also posits another reason for your subjection: “for the 

sake of conscience.” Explain what this phrase means and how you should apply it to your life. 

 

(b) According to v. 6, what role is being served by governing authorities when they collect taxes, and why does this matter? 

  

(c) Explain what Paul instructs you concerning both direct (“taxes”) and indirect (“revenue”/“custom” [NASB]) taxes (v. 7). 

 

(d) To whom are “respect” & “honor” due and why does Paul close this section with these commands? 

 

(e) Let’s apply what we have learned this week with 2 contemporary questions: (1) If you were a Ukrainian citizen, how 

would you respond to the government’s actions over the last several months and what Scripture passages would guide you? 

(2) Given the current trajectory of America’s government, what actions could the government take that would cause you to 

resist, and what would be the Scripture passages that would inform your resistance (Please give Scripture, not Constitutional 

evidence, and remember that Paul does not say in Romans, or anywhere else, that we can resist simply because the 

government does evil. After all, the government of Rome was involved in much more evil than our own government!). 

 

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          

(a) Read Romans 13:4, Gen. 9:5-6, Ex. 20:13, Deut. 19:15-21, & Acts 25:11. The phrase “for he does not bear the sword 

in vain” found in v. 4 refers to the governing authorities’ right to punish wrongdoers, including, but not limited to, capital 

punishment (CP). Read the passages above and record everything you learn about (CP) and then answer the following 

questions: (1) Why does God command CP? (2) What standards need to be met before any punishment is carried out? (3) Why 

does the 6th commandment not preclude CP? (4) Did Paul think there were crimes the government had the right to punish with 

death, and why does this fact matter? (5) Applying these facts to our world today, what standards should be met prior to the 

sentence of CP being carried out, and how do we know that justice has been carried out in a biblical manner? 

DATE: March 16, 2014          PASSAGE: Romans 13:1-7 

Submission to Authorities 

 

In Romans 13:1-7 Paul presents 2 commands concerning our relationship to governing authorities. 


