
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 

 
In preparation for Sunday, July 14, 2013                                                                          Passage: Romans 8:28-30 

Memory Passage: Ephesians 1:4-6 
 

DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Romans 8:28-30. Review last week’s study of the 5 doctrines found in the Golden Chain of Salvation by listing 

and defining each of these doctrines. Include at least one Scripture passage (other than Rom. 8:28-30) that supports each one.  

(b) Last week you memorized these 3 verses. Review them now by writing them down, and if you did not memorize them 

please take a moment to start memorizing now. Remember these principles when you memorize Scripture: (1) Write the verse 

on a small card and keep it in your pocket or purse so you can memorize and review anywhere you are. (2) Memorize exactly 

as the verse appears in your Bible. Don’t “cheat” by misplacing words or being satisfied with a general concept of the verse. 

(3) Memorize the address of the passage and say it every time you say the verse (i.e. “ . . . he also glorified. Romans 8:28-

30”). (4) Review often. Even as you move on to other passages be sure to return to passages you have already memorized and 

review them. This is especially important during the first month or so after you memorize a passage, and you will be aided in 

this by carrying your memorization cards with you. (5) Don’t be afraid of memorizing longer passages, even entire chapters 

and books! Don’t waste your mind; be transformed by its renewal (Rom. 12:2)! 

(c) Family: Read Romans 8:28-30. Lead your family through (a) & (b) above. 

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Rom. 8:28-30. What does the “and” that begins v. 28 tell us about how it is connected to prior verses? How do the 

Roman Christians already know what he is about to say (“and we know”)?  

(b) What does loving God have to do with the promise in this verse, and who are those who love God? According to whose 

purpose are those who love God called, and what is this purpose?  

(c) The context of Romans 8, including the conjunctions that begin vs. 29 & 30, will help you answer the following questions 

most accurately: What is meant by “good” in v. 28? Who defines what is “good?” To what is referred by the phrase “all 

things?” How, exactly, do “all things work together for good?” To what kind of “calling” is Paul referring? 

(d) How is the promise in v. 28 the most encouraging to you? In what ways can it be applied to your everyday life? In what 

ways might this promise be misused? What other passages of Scripture come to mind that support and help define this truth? 

(e) Family: Read Rom. 8:28-30. Ask, “What does, ‘all things’ include?” Explain that “all things” includes everything that 

happens in this life, especially “the sufferings of this present time,” and this passage gives us the reason that these sufferings 

“are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us:” because God has planned for those who are called 

according to His purpose to be one day glorified! Make a list of different sufferings that you and your family, individually or 

as a group, have or might go through, and help them apply this promise directly to those specific circumstances.  

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Rom. 8:28-30. What “foreknowledge” does God have about those who love Him? What evidence do you find from these 

3 verses that proves that Paul is talking about much more than the mere fact of God’s knowing beforehand a person’s decision 

regarding salvation? 

(b) Why is it important to know that only those God “foreknew” will be “predestined?” To what are they predestined? When 

does this conforming take place? 

(c) Read Rom. 6:5, 1 Cor. 15:49, 2 Cor. 3:18, Phil. 3:20-21, Col. 1:15 & 3:10. Write down everything you learn about 

Jesus’ image, our being conformed to His image, how this conforming relates to both His & our resurrection, when this 

conforming begins and when it is completed. Then explain the meaning and purpose of the promise found in Rom. 8:29.  

(d) Family: Read Rom. 8:28-30. Ask, “What is God’s ‘purpose’ in v. 28?” To explore this idea, Read Prov. 19:21, Rom. 

9:11, Eph. 1:5-11, 2 Tim. 1:9, Heb. 6:17, & James 5:11 and write down on your white board what you learn about God’s 

purpose with regard to salvation for His people. Then take time to explain God’s purpose to redeem a people for Himself. 

DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Rom. 8:28-30. What is the significance of the phrase, “in order that” found in v. 29? Who are the “brothers” in     

v. 29 and in what way has Jesus become “the firstborn of many brothers?”  

 

(b) What significance, both for interpretation & application, do you find in the repeated phrase, “and for those whom he . . . 

he also . . .?” Even though this is a short 2-part question, please take time to consider it and to fully answer it.  



 

(c) Family: Working through question (c) from yesterday will help you prepare for teaching the concept of “being conformed 

to the image of” Jesus using the following exercise: Provide Play-Dough and several types of molds/forms for this lesson. 

Have each person choose several molds and use the clay to form the shapes of the molds. Have them keep the clay sculpture 

along with each mold/form used to make it. Then enter into a discussion about what process produced the new clay creations, 

how they resemble the forms/molds they used, the difference in the shape of the clay prior to and after the molding 

experience, etc. Then Read Rom. 8:28-30 and explain that we have been predestined to be conformed to the image of Jesus 

when our bodies are resurrected when Jesus returns. Use the clay creations your family made as object lessons in your 

teaching both as examples as well as showing how our being conformed to Jesus’ image is much greater than conforming clay 

into shapes. 

 

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          

(a) Read Rom. 8:29-30. Why did Paul not include the doctrine of sanctification in this list of doctrines?  

(b) A small review of this passage, just to make sure we don’t miss the main point: How do the 5 doctrines in this Golden 

Chain of theology support the idea that all things work together for good for God’s people? How do these truths continue to 

teach & apply what Paul claims in 8:18—“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 

the glory that is to be revealed to us?” 

(c) Write down at least 5 ways that vs. 28-30 bring you comfort, encouragement, and strength as you endure the “sufferings 

of this age.” In what ways can you use the truths found in 28-30 to bring comfort to another believer (or yourself) who is not 

suffering well? 

(d) Family: Prior to this lesson cut out several dozen links of chain from pieces of paper. Make each link large enough to 

write on, and cut each link so that they can be interlocked to form one chain. During the lesson, pass out at least 5 links per 

person, along with crayons or markers and glue sticks. Have each person write one of the 5 doctrines on each link using this 

phrase: “God /foreknew/predestined/called/justified/glorified His people” (so 5 links, each with a different verb). Then have 

them link the links together and glue them shut to form a chain. Explain that God has provided everything His people need in 

order to be saved, and this provision gives us reason & encouragement to stay the course through this world and its suffering. 

Also explain that the doctrines are inseparable: Those whom He glorifies have necessarily been justified, predestined, 

foreknown, and called, and God’s calling will without doubt end up with the person called being glorified. There is no doubt, 

because the promises of God are true and will be fulfilled. Now have them connect and glue the 2 ends of the chain, and tell 

them that even though they could break their paper chains, God’s Golden Chain can not be broken, and that we have come 

full-circle back to v. 18 which promises us that our glorification (the last doctrine, and the last of the links) is that with which 

suffering cannot be compared (the promise that began this section of Scripture in 8:18)! 

DATE: July 14, 2013                 PASSAGE: Romans 8:28-30 

All Things Working Together for Good 

 

In Romans 8:28-30 Paul reveals to us 2 facts about God’s unassailable purpose 

that allow us to be content, even joyful, in our present-age suffering. 


