
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 

 
In preparation for Sunday, July 21, 2013                                                                          Passage: Romans 8:31-34 

Memory Passage: Isaiah 50:8-9 
 

DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Romans 8:31-34. To what does “these things” refer? Why is there a need to say anything about “these things” 

(“What shall we say”)? To whom does the “us” refer in v. 31? In what way(s) is God “for” us (write down all ways about 

which you believe Paul is thinking when he uses this phrase, given the context of Romans)? 

(b) Does Paul mean to say that absolutely no one, at any time, will ever be against a Christian? If not, what does he intend for 

us to understand? Why do all the ways that “God is for us” guarantee this result? 

(c) In what areas of your life will the greater realization and application of this promise benefit you? How does this promise 

encourage your obedience to Christ? How does this promise inflame your passion for Christ? How does this promise promote 

a greater confidence to live out the mission God has given you? 

(d) Family: Ask, “Who is the most powerful super hero (or mythological character, or character in “Lord of the Rings,” or 

whatever genre/story with which your family is familiar) and why?” Then lead in a discussion of why they are the most 

powerful. Then ask, “What difference would it make for you to know that ______________ is on your side in the battle?” (fill 

in the blank with whichever character has been chosen as the most powerful). Now Read Romans 8:31-34 ask, “What has 

God done for us that ensures that since He is on our side no adversary can ever successfully come against us and separate us 

from Him?” To get your answer, you should go through Romans 5-8, the passage that the phrase “all things” in v. 31 covers, 

and make a list of everything God has done on our behalf. Then discuss why each of these items proves that “if God is for us,  

who can be against us?” 

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Rom. 8:31-34. At the risk of being pedantic: To whom do “he” and “his own Son” refer in v. 32? Concerning God who 

“did not spare” his own Son: From what was He spared? Could He have spared Him? What would have happened if He did 

spare Him? What does this tell us about the Father’s character? 

(b) What does it mean to say that God “gave up” Jesus? Who is included in the group, “us all” in v. 32? Why can Paul (and 

you!) be sure that God giving up Jesus will result in God giving us gifts (“graciously give”)?  

(c) What is included in the “all things” that God will give us, and how are these things connected with Christ? To which of 

the doctrines we have already studied in chapters 6-8 does this refer?  

(d) Since we have already studied and applied this doctrine of a believer’s union with Christ, write down at least 3 ways that 

you have grown in your sanctification through applying this truth. Be ready to share these with your class so that you may 

mutually encourage one another! 

(e) Family: Read Rom. 8:28-30. To illustrate how the word “all” can, and often does, refer to a subset of a larger group: 

Open a package of M&Ms and put them on the table. Ask your family to arrange them by color, and then say, “On Tuesday’s 

(or whatever day you are doing this lesson) the only color of M&Ms allowed to be eaten is red. Now please take all of the 

M&Ms that are eatable today and divide them among yourselves and eat them.” After they eat, ask, “Did you eat all of the 

M&Ms for today?” (Yes!) “Are there still M&Ms left on the table?” (Yes!) “But you still say you ate all of the M&Ms for 

today?” (Yes!) Then Read Romans 8:31-32 and ask, “Does the ‘all’ in this verse refer to all people or a certain group of 

people?” (A certain group: those who are in union with Christ.)  “So just like eating ‘all’ the M&Ms for today meant every 

single red one while leaving others on the table, God giving Christ up for us all means that He gave Christ for an offering that 

would provide for the salvation of every single human who repents and believes, and therefore not every single person on 

earth. All those who repent & believe will be placed in union with Christ and receive ‘all things’ Christ has!” 

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Rom. 8:31-34 & Is. 53. As you study Isaiah 53, write down all the ways that inform you of how God “did not spare his 

own Son but gave him up for us all.” Read carefully, understanding who is given credit for the actions mentioned, how the 

Suffering Savior is shown as a passive recipient of these actions, what benefits are purchased through these actions, who the 

beneficiaries of these actions are, etc. 

(b) Write a psalm/prayer/song of praise to God expressing your thoughts and emotions as you ponder these deep truths.  

(c) Family: Lead your family through (a) & (b) above. Help your family understand some of the mystery of God’s plan to 

smite His Son, and then lead them to express themselves in the medium that is best for each member of your family (i.e. 

psalm, prayer, song, etc.). Then have everyone share their creative expressions of praise. 



DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Rom. 8:31-34. In verse 33 we clearly move into courtroom language. What is the intended answer to the question 

Paul asks in v. 33? Is Paul saying that no one will try to bring a charge against his elect, or is he saying that even though 

people try it will not be accepted?  

 

(b) Concerning the charges in question: When will they be brought, who will bring them, and what will they be? 

 

(c) Why is it only the elect who will be spared these charges? How does the 2nd half of the verse (“It is God who justifies”) 

answer the question in the first half of the verse? Please give a complete answer here concerning what justification has to do 

with us when we stand in God’s courtroom on the Last Day. 

 

(d) What is the difference between being charged (v. 33) and being condemned (v. 34)? Are those who bring the charges the 

same as those who condemn? What does Jesus’ work (found in the rest of v. 33) have to do with our not being condemned on 

Judgment Day? 

 

(e) Family: Set up a courtroom in your house. Design a scenario in which someone is to be charged with a crime (i.e. “You 

are charged with eating blue M&Ms on Tuesday!”), and choose a defendant, a judge, and a prosecutor. Create evidence to 

present (the blue M&Ms are gone, you have blue-stained fingers, you were seen eating M&Ms after the red ones were gone, 

etc.) and conduct the trial. Make sure that the judge finds the defendant guilty (You may want to write out a script). Then ask 

questions to get discussion started such as, “Would/did you feel helpless as the defendant? Would/did you feel like you had 

any chance at all? Was the evidence convincing? Was the judge fair? Was the judge just?” (and explain the difference) etc. 

Then ask, “What would have needed to happen for the charges to be dropped, the defendant to be acquitted (not condemned), 

and innocence pronounced?” Then Read Romans 8:33-34 and explain what Christ has done to have God reject the charges of 

guilt against us and pronounce us “not guilty” instead of being condemned.  

 

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          

(a) Read Rom. 8:31-34, Psalm 110:1, & Heb. 7:23-28, 9:11-14 & 10:11-14. What is significant about the fact that Jesus 

sits at the right hand of God the Father? How is this exalted position related to His resurrection? To His intercession? 

(b) In the context of Romans 8:34, for what is Jesus interceding on our behalf? Is Jesus’ intercession different from the Holy 

Spirit’s intercession (Rom. 8:27)? If so, how so, and if not, why are both needed? Which of Jesus’ offices are being 

represented when He intercedes for us, and what do you know about this office? 

(c) What do you learn from these passages about Christ’s work as our Great High Priest? How do these truths help you 

understand more fully Paul’s wonderful promises in Romans 8:31-34 (as well as 35-39, which will be next week’s lesson)? 

(d) In what particular circumstances should believers take comfort and strength from the fact that Jesus is interceding for us? 

In what ways does Jesus’ exalted position and continued intercession help us to overcome our doubts and fears? 

(e) Family: Read Romans 8:34 and lead your family through the gospel, holding forth the need for repentance toward & 

faith in Jesus to be exercised if a person is to receive the benefits from Christ’s death, resurrection, exaltation, and ministry as 

High Priest. The passages listed in (a) above will help you teach with greater clarity. 

DATE: July 21, 2013                 PASSAGE: Romans 8:31-34 

God’s Unfailing Love (Part I) 

 

In Romans 8:31-39 Paul answers 5 crucial questions concerning God’s love for His people. 

 


