
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 

 
In preparation for Sunday, October 20, 2013                                                       Passage: Romans 9:1-5 

Memory Passage: Review your memory of Romans 8. 
 

DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Romans 1-4: We will spend 2 days this week doing a broad review of what we have learned in Romans so far in 

order to remind ourselves of the context for Romans 9. As you read Romans 1-4, answer the following questions about each of 

these sections: 1:1-15; 1:16-17; 1:18-32; 2:1-11; 2:12-29; 3:1-20; 3:21-31; 4:1-12; & 4:13-25 (1) Summarize each section in 2 

sentences or less. (2) Explain how each section connects with the preceding and following sections. (3) Write down at least 

one application you implemented and the results you have experienced from each section (these would be the life-changing 

applications you drew and acted upon from each passage when you studied it). Be ready to share with your Sunday school 

class how our study of these chapters of Romans has changed your life. 

(b) Family: Lead your family through (a) above. Make sure you do the assignment beforehand, and then choose only one 

section to work through as a family during your lesson (whichever section you think your family will benefit from the most). 

Then take just a few minutes to present your summaries of each of the other sections so you will fully review chapters 1-4.  

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Romans 5-8. Continuing our broad review of Romans 1-8, as you read Romans 5-8, answer the same questions you 

answered yesterday about each of these sections: 5:1-11; 5:12-21; 6:1-11; 6:12-23; 7:1-6; 7:7-25; 8:1-11; 8:12-17; 8:18-39. 

(b) Family: Lead your family through (a) above in the same way you did yesterday. 

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Romans 9:1-5. Why does Paul say what he says, in the way that he says it, in v. 1? What differences do you see in 

the language & emotion between the end of chapter 8 and the beginning of chapter 9? What accounts for these differences?  

(b) What brings Paul to such “great sorrow and unceasing anguish” in his heart? To whom is Paul referring with the terms 

“brothers” and “kinsman in the flesh?” Could the desire Paul expresses in v. 3 ever take place? Why or why not?  

(c) Who are your brothers/kinsman over whom you should suffer sorrow and anguish at their lostness? Have you ever felt 

this kind of sorrow & anguish over people who are unredeemed? Should you feel such sorrow and anguish? What actions 

should you take in light of this sorrow? 

(d) Family: Ask your family, “How would you convey the fact that what you are about to say is the truth?” Help them to 

think of common phrases such as “cross my heart and hope to die,” “the whole truth and nothing but the truth,” “honest to 

goodness,” “swear on my __________’s grave,” “I swear on a stack of Bibles,” etc. (I realize that some of these phrases might 

not be phrases your family has heard, and you might want to keep it that way, but these are suggestions of well-worn phrases 

to start conversation; you can think of others, I’m sure!). Then ask, “How does a person usually feel when they think they 

need to use strong phrases about truth?” (they are emotional/fired up, they feel that what they are about to say or have already 

said is doubted, etc.). Read Romans 9:1-5. Help them to understand that Paul has just spent 8 chapters showing how God has 

worked in Christ to save His people and the effects of that work, and now he wants to begin to answer questions such as: 

“Since God made promises to the Jews and yet most Jews have rejected Christ, how can a person be sure that God will keep 

the promises He made in chapters 1-8?” and “Didn’t God promise to send His Messiah to Israel?” and “If we can never be 

separated from the love of God (chap. 8) then why are the Israelites not being saved?” He is very burdened by the spiritual 

state of Israel, and he is also burdened to show that God’s promises flow from His character and can be trusted, so he is in 

effect saying, “Cross my heart & hope to die! I love my people so much that I would, if possible (which it is not), give my 

own salvation to them!” During our study of Romans 9-11 we will find the answers to these questions and many others. 

DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Romans 9:1-5 & 3:1-8. What blessings does Paul tell us in 9:4-5 that the Israelites possess? Write a brief 

description of each of these blessings, and explain why Paul thinks they are blessings. 

 

(b) What similarities do you see between 3:1-8 & 9:1-5? What differences? Was Paul’s purpose for describing in chapter 3 

the advantages of being a Jew the same as or different from the blessings he presents in 9:4-5? Upon what do you base your 

answer? What is the greatest blessing the Jews possess? 

 

(c) How do you answer this question: “Well, if the Jews have so many blessings and advantages, why are so many of them 

not saved and in the kingdom?”  

 

(d) In what ways do Christians today fall into the same trap as the Jews (i.e. mistaking blessings from God as the same thing 

as being saved, or thinking that God’s blessings are the primary way to determine our spiritual status before Him)? Are you 



guilty of this? In other words, are you guilty of thinking that because God blesses your family or your job or your finances that 

this is your proof that God loves you and has saved you, or that the fact that you attend a good church or do good things is 

proof that God loves you and has saved you? What are the dangers of such thinking? How can you, in your witnessing, and 

BCC corporately, in our ministries, combat such thinking (which is very prominent in the Bible belt)? 

 

(e) Family: Ask your family, “In what ways are we as a family, and you as an individual, blessed by God?” Make a list on 

your whiteboard containing everything that is said. Help them make a full and exhaustive list of God’s blessings. Then ask, 

“How do these blessings give us certainty that we are saved?” Your family may have the correct answer (“they don’t”) or 

some version of an incorrect answer, so be ready to address each strand of works righteousness with the truths that you have 

already learned about God’s sovereignty in salvation from Romans 1-8. Encourage your family to understand that God does 

indeed bless His children, but that these blessings are not the basis of our salvation, nor are they the proof of our salvation. 

 

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          

(a) Read Romans 9-11. As you read, answer the following about each of these sections: 9:1-29; 9:30-10 4; 10:5-21; 11:1-10; 

11:11-24; & 11:25-36. (1) Summarize the main point of each section in one sentence. (2) What do you learn about God and 

His character? (3) What questions do you have about these chapters that you desire to answer during the next several weeks of 

our study together? 

(b) Family: Either lead your family through (a) above, or spend time reviewing your memorization of Romans 5 and/or 8. 

DATE: October 20, 2013                PASSAGE: Romans 9:1-5 

Of Burdens & Blessings 

 

In Romans 9:1-5 we are shown 3 qualities of Paul’s anguish over the Jews’ rejection of Christ. 

 


