
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 

 
In preparation for Sunday, October 27, 2013                                                       Passage: Romans 9:6-13 

Memory Passage: Romans 9:10-13 
 

DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Romans 9:6-13. Verse 6a presents the theme upon which Paul expounds all the way through 11:32. Why would 

Paul make this statement (v. 6a)? What thoughts does he anticipate from his hearers/readers that might lead them to wonder if 

God’s word had failed? 

(b) Explain vs. 6b by answering these questions: (1) What does the conjunction “for” tell you about the relationship between 

vs. 6a and 6b? (2) To what group does the 1st occurrence of “Israel” refer? (3) To what group does the 2nd occurrence refer?  

(c) Read Isaiah 40:6-8 & 55:1-13 (esp. 10-11). What do you learn about the word of the Lord from these passages? To 

whom is salvation offered in Isaiah 55, and upon what basis will it be granted? How does Isaiah 55 help you understand 

Romans 9:6? What comfort do you take from the faithfulness of God’s word? How does this empower you to live for Christ? 

(d) Family: Prior to your lesson you will need to gather a couple of items: 2 samples of grass, one withered/dead and the 

other alive, and 2 samples of flowers (these can be wild flowers you find in your yard), one faded/dead and the other alive and 

colorful. Enter into a discussion by using questions such as: “What are the differences between the dead & living flowers & 

grass? What caused the flowers & grass to die? Are there any flowers or grass that will never die?” etc. Then read Isaiah 

40:6-8 and discuss these verses, explaining that grass & flowers will always wither and die, and with even more certainty the 

word of the Lord will stand forever! If you have time you can also read and discuss the same truth from Isaiah 55:11-12. Then 

close by saying that Paul will, over the next 3 chapters in Romans, expound upon the reasons that the current state of lost 

human beings, especially those who are Israelites, does not cause the truth and power of God’s word to fail.  

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Romans 9:6-13 & Genesis 17:15-18:19. How does God answer Abraham’s request for Ishmael to receive God’s 

promise (Gen. 17:19)? What is the difference between the blessing God bestows upon Ishmael and the blessing he bestows on 

and through Isaac? 

(b) Explain vs. 7-9 by answering the following questions: (1) What does the conjunction “and” tell you about the relationship 

between vs. 6 & 7? (2) Who are the “children of Abraham” and what is their relationship to the “children of the flesh?” (4) To 

whom do the two occurrences of the word “offspring” in vs. 6 & 7 refer? (5) What was the promise? (6) Who are the “children 

of the promise?” 

(c) How does the example of Isaac & Ishmael prove Paul’s claim in v. 6? What weakness might someone find with this 

example if it were Paul’s only proof? For what reason did God choose to make his covenant with Isaac instead of Ishmael? 

(d) Family: Read Genesis 17:15-18:19 & 21:1-7. As you read, stop after every section to ask questions that will allow you 

to assess your family’s understanding of the flow of this story. Also use this time to summarize and recap what has happened.  

Points to hammer home: God sovereignly chose to make His covenant with Isaac rather than Ishmael, it was so unbelievable 

that Sarah should bear a son that both Sarah & Abraham laughed at the prospect (which God ordains to show His power to 

carry out His promise), God fulfills His promise just as He said He would, everything God did brought glory to Himself rather 

than any human being. Then Read Romans 9:6-9 and explain that Paul is using this story as his first example to prove that 

God’s word does not fail, even though many Jews were not saved. God intended from the beginning to save a remnant from 

the Jews, and not all physical descendants of Abraham are true spiritual descendants receiving salvation. This was true from 

the time of Abraham & Sarah, it was true at the time Paul wrote, and it is true today. Also remind them that all believers, 

whether Jews or Gentiles, are the true children of Abraham (Romans 2:28-29, 4:11-12, Gal. 3:29).  

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Genesis 25:19-34. What similarities are there between Sarah & Rebekah’s ability to have children? Why is this fact 

important? What purpose is served by the fact that the twins struggled in Rebekah’s womb? How does God explain this? 

(b)  What is unique about “the older shall serve the younger?” What purpose does this promise from God serve in His plan of 

salvation?  

(c) Who is at fault in the incident that leads to Esau selling his birthright to Jacob? Was either of them without sin in this 

incident? How does this incident fit into God’s overall plan? What else needs to happen before God’s promise that “the older 

shall serve the younger” can be fulfilled (see Genesis 27)?  

(d) What do you learn about God’s character from the stories of Isaac & Ishmael and Jacob & Esau?  



(e) Family: Lead your family through a study of Genesis 25:19-34 & Genesis 27. You can use the questions above to lead 

your family through 25:19-34 if you desire, and it would probably be wise to summarize much of the story in chapter 27 while 

having them read the most important and pivotal verses. Make sure you highlight the miracle of God overcoming Rebekah’s 

barrenness, the promise made to Rebekah, and the parallel truths of God’s complete sovereignty and man’s volitional actions 

as the promise comes to pass through the birthright being sold and the blessing being stolen. 

DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Romans 9:6-13. What immediate difference do you see between the example of Isaac & Ishmael and the example 

of Jacob and Esau (9:10)? Why is this difference important for Paul’s argument (and to answer question 2 in Day 2c above)? 

 

(b) What does Paul say was true of Jacob & Esau (9:11)? Why is this important to Paul’s argument? What objections does it 

presume and overcome from Paul’s hearers/readers? What is the primary fact that Paul is trying to establish according to 9:11?  

 

(c) Write down everything you have learned from our study of Romans about election & calling. Explain what “God’s 

purpose of election” is and why God’s choice depends on His effective “calling.” What do these two sovereign acts of God 

have to do with the reality that many Jews are not saved, both in Paul’s day and in ours? 

 

(d)  Family: Review your study of Jacob & Esau from yesterday. Ask questions to ascertain whether or not your family 

understands and remembers the main points of the story. Then Read Romans 9:10-12 and apply what you have learned to this 

passage. Explain that Paul is continuing to defend why God’s word has not failed even though much of Israel, God’s chosen 

people, rejected Christ and was not saved. He uses both Isaac & Ishmael and Jacob & Esau to show that God never promised 

that every Jew would be saved, and that He has always chosen a remnant out of the whole, and this to bring glory to Himself 

so that no man or woman can boast or take credit for their salvation. It does not depend on any works that a person has done 

(good or bad) but only on the sovereign, electing purpose of the God who calls things into existence that are not (Rom. 4:17)! 

 

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          

(a) Read Romans 9:6-13 & Malachi 1:1-5. Why would Israel respond to God by asking Him, “How have you loved us?” 

Why would they doubt His love? How does God respond to this question? 

(b) How did God “love” Israel? How did He “hate” Esau? Was one nation obedient and the other disobedient? Was one 

nation worthy and the other unworthy? Was God only angry at one nation? 

(c) When Paul quotes Malachi 1:2-3 in Romans 9:13 is he referring to the men Jacob & Esau, the nations they represent, or 

something else? And what is that something else ? How was God’s love expressed toward Jacob, and His hatred expressed 

toward Esau? 

(d) How would this passage and the truths it contains bring joy and comfort to you if you were a believing Jew (like Paul)? 

How does it bring joy and comfort to you as a believing Gentile? How does this affect your witness of the gospel to a world 

made up of many people who reject Christ? What emotions does v. 13 call forth as you contemplate its full meaning? 

(e) Family: Either lead your family through (a) – (d) above, or spend time memorizing Romans 9:10-13. 

DATE: October 27, 2013                PASSAGE: Romans 9:6-13 

The Word of God Cannot Fail! 

 

In Romans 9:6-13 Paul begins his defense of God and His promises (v. 6a) by introducing 2 pieces of evidence                        

to prove that God has always sovereignly chosen His children. 

 


