
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 

 
In preparation for Sunday, November 3, 2013                                                       Passage: Romans 9:14-18 

Memory Passage: Romans 9:14-16 
 

DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Rom. 9:14-18, Deut. 32:4-5, Ps. 119:137-138, & Zeph. 3:5. What has Paul taught in 9:6-13 that would cause 

someone to ask in 9:14: “Is there any injustice on God’s part?” In other words, what has Paul taught that might be interpreted 

as impugning God’s just character? 

(b) Keep in mind as you read the next few passages that in Scripture the ideas of God’s righteousness and justice are almost 

synonymous. What do Deut. 32:4 & Zeph. 3:5 tell you about (1) the work/action of the LORD, and (2) the character of the 

LORD? How are God’s character and His work connected?  

(c) What does Ps. 119:137-138 reveal to you about (1) the character of the LORD, and (2) the law of the LORD? How are 

God’s character and His law connected? 

(d) How should these two ideas (God’s character as it relates to His works/actions & His law) affect you today as you: (1) 

Encounter disturbing situations? (2) Experience pain, suffering, or hardship? (3) Struggle with sin? (4) Engage with the gospel 

and culture that is increasingly anti-God and anti-Christianity? 

(e) Family: Begin by asking your family: “Name some actions or activities that you think are unjust, and also some that are 

just.” You might need to define just/justice (an act of justice is an act that is morally right or righteous; a person who possesses 

the character of being just is one who is morally upright or righteous). Make a list of what is suggested, and make sure you 

flesh out why each act is unjust or just. Then lead your family through (b) – (d) above, helping them understand that God’s 

character is perfectly just, so that all of His actions and all of His laws/commandments/rules are also just. Also help them to 

understand that when unjust things happen, even if they happen personally to us, God remains just, will use them to bring 

glory to Himself, and will ultimately work all things together for good. 

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Rom. 9:14-18 & Rom. 3:1-8. Romans 3:1-8 introduced to us the topics we now examine in chapters 9-11. 

Summarize the flow of thought found in 3:1-8, and as you do, be sure to answer the following questions: (1) What 3 character 

traits of God are mentioned? (2) What 3 character traits of men are mentioned? (3) How are we to understand the effect man’s 

character has on God’s character? 

(b) Before we go further, let’s more fully contemplate the accusation of God being unjust: We might be tempted to think, 

“How could anyone ever accuse God of being unjust?” But the accusation is closer to our own lips than we might think. Have 

you ever complained to God that something is “not fair?” Or thought to yourself that you didn’t deserve some treatment or 

consequence? Think of times when you have felt unjustly treated, or have been the recipient of unrighteous behavior, and that 

your response has been to complain to God and/or others that you did not deserve such treatment. Now consider God’s 

complete sovereignty over His creation, His character being just, righteous, true, & faithful, the truth that all of His actions 

and laws are good because they flow from His character, and describe how you might respond differently in the future. 

(c) Family: Read Rom. 9:14. Ask, “What has Paul just said that might make someone think God is unjust?” Entertain the 

discussion, but make sure you drive everyone back to the text to see that Paul has just said that God has always sovereignly 

chosen who will be saved, not based on any works they do, but completely because of His purpose of election. Men & women 

sometimes have a difficult time accepting such a truth because they have a skewed view of justice and fairness, and are 

tempted to think that if God chooses some and not others that it is unfair to the one not chosen, and therefore unjust, rather 

than being amazed that God would show mercy to anyone and choose them for salvation. Help your family apply what you 

learned last night about God’s just character, and that all of His actions & laws are just, so that they see that even if it is 

difficult for human minds to understand, God’s purpose of election is completely just because it flows from His character. 

Since we can trust God’s word and His character, we can trust His electing purpose.  

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Rom. 8:14-18 & Ex. 33:12-34:7. These verses from Exodus are familiar, and we have examined them before in 

relation to other texts, but they are central to our text this week. Read them today not as familiar verses, but as if you have 

never read them before. Why did Moses request that God go with him and the Israelites? Why did Moses have trouble 

believing that God would find favor with Him and go with them? Why did He ask to see God’s glory? 

(b)  The last half of 33:19 is quoted exactly in Rom. 9:15. According to the first half of 33:19, how did God describe what He 

was going to do? How is 33:19b an expression of God’s glory, His goodness, and a proclamation of His name? What does this 

tell us about God’s election purpose?  



(c) How does the “for” that begins Rom. 9:15 connect v. 14 with vs. 15-16? How does the quote from Exodus prove that God 

cannot be accused of being unjust? How does 9:16 relate to 9:11-13? 

(d) Family: Lead your family through (a) – (d) above. Make sure to show how Paul uses the quote of Ex. 33:19 in Rom. 9:15. 

DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Romans 9:14-18 (and if you need refreshing on the story of Pharaoh please read Exodus 4-14). Pharaoh is 

now given as a second proof to establish that God is not unjust. How did God show His power through Pharaoh? How was 

God’s name proclaimed in all the earth through Pharaoh?  

 

(b) Scripture speaks 19 times about Pharaoh’s hard heart. Read each verse and note what you learn about the cause of this 

hardening: Ex. 4:21; 7:3, 13, 14, 23; 8:15, 19, 21; 9:7, 12, 34, 35; 10:1, 20, 27; 11:1; 14:4, 8; 1 Sam. 6:6. Is God or Pharaoh 

responsible for Pharaoh’s hardened heart? Who is the first cause of this hardening? What responsibility does Pharaoh have for 

this hardening? 

 

(c) How does the example of Pharaoh prove that God is not unjust? How is God’s character proven & upheld? 

 

(d)  Family: Examine the Scriptures in (b) above. You can read them as a group and keep a tally on your whiteboard, or form 

2 teams and have them see who gets the correct tally first (9xs God hardens, 4xs Pharaoh hardens, and 6 times are neutral, 

simply stating the fact of his hardened heart). Then ask and answer the questions from (b), making sure you teach the truths of 

God’s sovereignty, God being the first & primary cause of the hardening, Pharaoh’s responsibility and guilt for the hardening, 

and why God is righteous in hardening & punishing Pharaoh for his hardened heart. Then Read Rom. 9:17-18 and explain 

that the example of Pharaoh is further proof that God is not unjust when He chooses one person for salvation and not another, 

because no one deserves salvation and His act of choosing is an act of mercy. Also remind them that this ability to show 

mercy/compassion or wrath is part of God’s character, so we can trust Him to act justly. 

 

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          

(a) Read Romans 9:14-18. I’m out of room, so I’ll make this short: How does this passage help you answer the following 

questions: (1) How can God be righteous if He chooses some to show mercy and others to harden? (2) Why does God choose 

to show mercy to some and not to others? (3) In what ways does this passage cause you to praise God? To have reverence for 

Him? To trust Him more? (4) How would you help someone who said: “How can I believe in a God who allows such evil men 

& women to reign and act in the world?” (4) How does the truth of God’s mercy shown in His purpose of election empower, 

encourage, and enflame your evangelism? 

(b) Family: Either lead your family through (a) above, or spend time memorizing Romans 9:14-16. 

DATE: November 3, 2013              PASSAGE: Romans 9:13-18 

The Justice & Mercy of God 

 

In Romans 9:14-18 Paul presents 2 pieces of evidence that prove that God was not unjust (v. 14) 

when He sovereignly chose Jacob and not Esau in order to carry out His purpose of election. 
 


