
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 

 
In preparation for Sunday, December 6, 2015                                        Passage: Mark 10:35-45 

Memory Passage: Mark 10:42-44 

 

DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Mark 10:32-45. Write down the most important ideas you heard in yesterday’s sermon on verses 32-34 & 45. 

(b) Write a paragraph detailing what you learned about Jesus giving His life as a ransom for many. 

(c) Recall at least 2 applications from yesterday’s sermon and write down ways you intend to apply them this week. 

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Mark 10:35-45. What part(s) of Jesus’ teaching in vs. 32-34 prompted James & John to make their requests? 

(b) Why did James & John veil their real request (v. 37) in their first request (v. 35)? 

(c) Why was their first request unwise, and what would have happened to them if Jesus had granted it?  

(d) Can you see yourself asking the same type of question that James & John asked? What trouble would you be in now if 

Jesus “did whatever you asked of Him” during the last 12 months (i.e. did you ask for things that seemed good and right at the 

time but ended up being bad or unwise)? 

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Mark 10:35-45. Explain what James and John were asking for in their request (v. 37). 

 

(b) Who is conspicuously absent in these verses, and what might this reveal about James & John’s motives? 

 

(c) To what does Jesus refer when he mentions the cup He must drink and baptism He must undergo, and why must James & 

John be willing to endure the same things if they were to receive what they requested?  

 

(d) What does James and John’s response (v. 39a) reveal? Arrogance? Ignorance? Naivety? Bravery? Something else? 

 

(e) What would your response have been and what would it reveal about you? 

 

DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Mark 10:35-45. How is the cup and baptism the disciples will endure different than Jesus’ cup and baptism? 

(b) Who has the authority to grant these positions of authority and honor (v.40), and for whom have they been prepared? 

(c) Why did the other 10 disciples become indignant at James & John? What contextual evidence supports your answer?  

(d) Picture for a moment, in your mind’s eye, what is happening in this situation as described up through v. 41. Describe the 

climate. What would onlookers say is going on? Is it peaceful or stressful? Is it escalating or declining? What would you 

suggest the participants do in order to gain control of things? How would you give counsel to those involved?  

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          

(a) Read Mark 10:35-45. When Jesus says, “But it shall not be so among you” was He forbidding leadership and authority 

in the church or types of leadership and authority in the church? Explain your answer, and provide Biblical evidence for it. 

(b) Explain the difference between being a servant and a slave, and how this difference applies to the Christian life. 

(c) How should vs. 43-44 impact believers as they lead in their homes, churches, workplaces, and government? Be specific! 

(d) In what ways do you fall short of living as a “slave to all” in your daily life with other believers in the Bible Church? 

(e) Write down several ways in which you will endeavor to be a “slave to all” in the coming weeks and months.  
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