
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 

 

In preparation for Sunday, April 24, 2016             Passage: Mark 13:24-27 & 32-37 

Memory Passage: Mark 13:32-33 

 

DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Mark 13:1-23 & 28-31. Write down what you learned last week from Jesus’ answer to 

the disciples’ questions found in v. 4: “When will these things be, and what will be the sign when 

all these things are about to be accomplished?” 

(b) Write down how you intend to apply at least 2 applications from Sunday’s sermon on the verses.  

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Mark 13:24-27 & 32-37. In these verses Jesus speaks about His return at the end of the 

age. Do you agree with this or not? What evidence from the text can you marshal to support your 

agreement or disagreement? 

(b) Why does Jesus mix in teaching on His 2nd coming when the disciples seem to only ask about 

the temple’s destruction? 

(c) To what time does “in those days, after that tribulation” (v. 24) refer, and does it refer to a 

specific, calendared time? 

(d) Explain how the Son, who is God incarnate, does not “know that day or that hour” when He 

Himself will return (v. 32)? 

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Mark 13:24-25, Is. 13:10, 34:4, Joel 2:10, 31, 3:14-15, Rev. 6:12, & 8:12. For each of 

these verses you will need to read the surrounding context in order to answer these questions for 

each (I know, it’s a bunch of reading, but you will benefit!). Mark quotes Is. 13 & 34 directly, but 

the other references use the same imagery. 

(b) What specific judgment is being spoken of in each of these passages? Are the celestial 

prognostications of a darkened sun & moon and falling stars expected to literally happen during 

each judgment to which the passage refers? How do you know? 

(c) Do all the OT passages have only a local, immediate fulfillment or is there a future fulfillment 

also? How do you know? 

(d) How does an understanding of OT usage of these apocalyptic images help you understand 

Jesus’ words in Mark? 

DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Mark 13:26-27, Deut. 30:1-10, Dan. 7:13-14, & Zechariah 2:6-13. As required 

yesterday, you will need to assess the context of the 3 OT passages from which Jesus quotes in 

Mark 13:26-27. 

(b) What is going on in Deut. 30 & Zech. 2 that is important for our understanding of Mark 13 (i.e. 

is it judgment, renewal, confrontation, covenant breaking, call to repentance, etc.)? 



(c) Daniel 7:13-14 is familiar to us in our study of Mark. What have you already learned, and what 

do you notice in today’s reading, that helps you to fully understand Jesus’ meaning in Mark 13:26-

27? In other words, why does Jesus quote it here? 

(d) What does Mark 13:24-27 teach you about Jesus and His work? How do these truths bring you 

comfort in your walk?  

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          
(a) Read Mark 13:32-37. Notice the repetition in these verses: “Be on guard, keep awake” (v. 33), 

“stay awake” (vs. 34, 35), “lest . . . he find you asleep” (v. 36), and “stay awake” (v. 37). What do 

these commands mean for you? For or against what are you to be on guard, and since He can’t 

mean we should never physically sleep, what does He mean?  

(b) Now notice the connection of these commands to the time markers: “concerning that day and 

that hour, no one knows” (v. 32), “for you do not know when the time will come” (v. 33), “for you 

do not know when the master of the house will come” (v. 35), and “lest he come suddenly” (v. 36). 

Why is not knowing the time of Christ’s return so important? 

(c) How must not knowing the day or time of Christ’s return affect your (1) personal holiness, (2) 

evangelism, (3) commitment to gospel initiatives through our church, (4) love for your enemies, (5) 

cross carrying (Mark 34-38), (6) commitment to your vocation, (7) ministry to widows & orphans 

(true & undefiled religion according to James 1:27), (8) stewardship, (9) worship, and (10) love for 

God and love for your neighbor as yourself (the most important commandments according to Jesus 

in Mark 12:30-31)? 

DATE: April 24, 2016      PASSAGE: Mark 13:24-27 & 32-37 

Christ is Coming! Stay Awake! 


