
BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP STUDY QUESTIONS 

 

In preparation for Sunday, November 26, 2017                              Passage: Daniel 3:1-30 

Memory Passage: Daniel 3:17-18 

 

DAY 1 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Dan. 3:1-30. Why did the king choose gold for this image (v. 1)?  

(b) What is significant about the image being set up on “the plain of Dura, in the province of 

Babylon” (cf. 1:2, Gen. 11:2)?  

(c) Since we are not told what the image was, explain what is most important for us to understand 

about the image and why is it important (note the thought repeated in vs. 1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 12, 15 & 18)? 

(d) What does 3:1 tell you about the veracity of the king’s worship of Daniel’s God in 2:46-47? 

What has changed between 2:46-47 and 3:1? 

DAY 2 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Dan. 3:1-30. Why are “certain Chaldeans” accusing “certain Jews,” and why is this attack 

malicious (vs. 8-12)?  

(b) How do the Chaldeans’ craft their words to facilitate the king’s “furious rage” (v. 13)? 

(c) What does the king’s response (vs. 14-15) tell you about (1) his view of these 3 Jews, (2) his 

expectations of them, (3) his view of their God, and (4) his view of himself? 

(d) If Nebuchadnezzar was typical of ancient near-eastern kings he would not have expected the 

people to give up worshipping their gods, but he would have expected them to subordinate their 

gods to him and his gods. Most polytheists would have had no problem with this. In what ways do 

the governing forces of our culture and society (political, legal, social, economic, moral, sexual, 

religious, etc.) demand believers to subordinate their worship & service to the “gods of the day?”  

DAY 3 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE 

(a) Read Dan. 3:1-30. What truths about God do the 3 men witness to the king (vs. 17-18)?  

(b) What does their confession about God (v. 17) reveal about the depth and strength of their 

devotion to God (v. 18)? 

(c) Compare and contrast the outcome of the soldiers’ obedience to their king/gods (vs. 20-22) with 

the outcome of the 3 Jews’ obedience to their King/God (vs. 24-27). What motivated each group 

toward their obedience?  

(d) How does the king’s command in v. 26 differ from his question in v. 15? 

 



DAY 4 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE  

(a) Read Dan. 3:1-30. Whether the 4th person in the furnace was an angel or a pre-incarnate 

appearance of Christ, what was the purpose of his presence in the furnace? How does this set 

Yahweh apart from the Babylonian gods (cf. 1:11)? 

 

 

(b) What effect did God’s deliverance (both its fact and method) have on the king’s attitude toward 

the 3 men and their God? 

 

 

(c) How does the king’s decree in v. 29 differ from his decree in vs. 4-6? 

 

 

(d) Explain how chapter 3 reveals God’s grace to each person or group: (1) the Chaldeans; (2) the 

king; (3) all the officials; (4) “any people, nation, or language.” 

 

 

DAY 5 – ASK FOR INSIGHT      READ THE PASSAGE          

(a) Read Dan. 3:1-30. In what ways does the “But if not” (v. 18) theology of chapter 3 help you 

resist subordinating your faith and obedience to the forces you wrote about in your answer to Day 1 

(d) that demand your allegiance? 

(b) What are the idols in your life to which you are tempted to bow down and worship by giving 

them priority in your affections and pursuits? How does this chapter help you yield up your body (v. 

28) rather than succumb to idolatry?  

(c) Reflect on the 4th person in the furnace. In what ways does Jesus as Immanuel (God with us) 

strengthen you to live a life in the furnace but remain obedient to the Scriptures, having no other 

gods before you, and losing your life in order to gain it (Matt. 16:25)? 
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But If Not . . . 


